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THE  MAVERICY BULL 1z tne
crganization in the National

ronthiy newsietter of THE MAVERICY GROTTC, an internai
Speleoicgical Society (NSS &-3223.

The editors invite all cavers t¢ submit artlicles, news, maps, cartoons, ari, and

Tnotographs 17 the materia! is tc oe returned, a self-agressed, stampec enveiope should

accompany 1t Items snoulc e of 1nterest to cavers ang be non-poiitical 1n nature.

Internal organ;zatlons of the National
:0pyr1ght~ elong 1¢ author as wil: De stated 1in byline) firs:
if oroper crecit 1z given and a ceompietle copy of the
THZ MAVER"l GROTTC ageress at the 11me of pudlication
contact the grotto at tne adoress nerein

Speieclogical Society may reprint any item (uniess

appearing in THE MAVERICK
pubiication 13 gelivered to
Other crganizations snould

ZXCHANGES: THE MAVERICK GROTTO, will exchangs newsletters with other grotios. Contact any
cificer.
SOMPLIMENTARY NEWSLETTERS: THE MAVERICK GROTTO will provide complimentary newsietters to

rersons or organizations wno provide cave access (i.e
zsslstance  to  cavers. The Grottc will alsec provide
interested 1n becoming mempers

ianaowners) or otherwise provide
tnhree free 1issues {0 persons

MZMBERSHIP  POLICY Any caver with interests, beliefs, and actions consistent with the
vurposes of THE MAVERICK GROTTO and the National Speleological Society is eligible for
rembersnip. Acceptance of new mempbers is bDaseg on pavmeni ¢f dues and a mangatory tnree

Trlp  reguirement with at ieast three different grotto mempers. These three members shall

2ZT 33 SDeOnsors. At leas! one sponsor must attend the meeting at which the membersnip
vote is  taxen. A two-thirds majority vote of the mempers present will be required for
acceptance.

VIZTINGS: Meetings are held the second Tuescay of each month, at SMOKEY 'S RIBS, 5300 East

Lancester, rort
00T to a X Mart

Worth. It is a little less than one mile west
The time is 7:00 P.M., ancd the food is gooc

of Loop B20 Fast and next
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Cal) Coillect

Daie Zllison

1208 DLan Gould Rd.
Arlington, Texas 76017
(h) B17-473-0403

Danny Sherrod

3 Cobo [rive
Josnhua, Texas 76058
(h) B17-295-5187
(w) 817-295-6186

Teress ¥White

5424 Finian

North Richland Hills
(h) B17-281-6240

TX 7618C

David & Shari Finfrock
1974 karron

Fort Wortn, TX 76112
(h) 817-451-3539

512-885-0234

CALENDAR

Onguing Monthiy workK trip to Colorado Bend Sta‘a‘y WeeKend of the
second Saturday of each menth.
reb. 10-12 Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip.
Feb 14 Maverick Grotto Meeting.
March 10-12 Colicrado Bend State Park Work Trip.
March 14 Maverizk Grotto Meeting.
Maroh  18-26 Possible work trip to Devils River State Fark. Number of people
limited. Contact Butch Fralia (817-346-2039) or
Keith Heuss (512-385-71313.
April 1-2 Longhorn Cavern Cleanup project. A dirty Jjob but we get the use
. of Longhorn Cavern to explore off the commercial trail. More
details later.
April 7-9 Colorado bend State Park Work Trip.
pril ii Maverick Grottc Meeting.
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MINUTES OF THD JANUARY IBaTTIG:

The regular monthly meeting of the Ilaverick Grotto took place
on 10 January 1989, <Chairman Dale 3Zllison introduced a few visitors
and treasurer Teresa Jhite announced that we have 3342.66 in our
account, /e then had a discussion of our finances. 3teve and Pat
Gentry had rescued us by printing our January newsletter, apd have
said that they will continue., But in case they caq't keep it up
indefinitely, we need to have a way to pay 350 to 70 per month for
printing costs, if that becomes necessary. ]

After a lengthy discussion of raising the dues to as ngh as
220, David Finfrock moved that we set dues at_ 310 for 1989 for each
newsletter mailed (Couples receiving one newsletter will not have to
pay twice). The motion carried by a vote of 13 to 1,

Danny Sherrod reported that he has found a good source for
sewing harnesses, etc... 3See Danny for details, He glso asked that
anyone with an idea for a program ‘to please contagt him, )

Terry Holzinger announced the TSA Project Winter meeting at
Powell Cave for 28-29 January., (See report in this newsletter.)

Russell Hill suggested we start a grotto library and voluteered
to take on the job. (Iore details in this newsletter.) ‘

Butch Fralia then provided the program, an audio-visual slide
program on the proposed Texas Cave and Groundwater Protection Act
now before the Texas Legislature, The Maverick Grotto supports the
passage of this important legislation. (More detaii‘!éziow.)

Many thanks to the grotto membership for all tH™ ' ntibutiops to '
this newsletter. It sure makes the Editor's job easier., Keep it coming!

CAVE LAW
by Butch Fralia

The Cave Ground Water Bill has been introduced into the ‘89
legiaslature as HB-533, It neede all the support 1t can get.

The Cavern Protection Bill has hit a snag. The legal committee
doean’t like the liability section of the Bill and may either rewrite
that aection, delete it or cause the Bill to be deleted.
ascertain for sure the problem but it‘’s disappointing because the
only part of the Bill which offered any benefit to cavers was the
removal of landowner liability. This would open many properties to
cavers where owners are afraid of being =ued.

These Billas need your help, please contact your representative
and voice vyour aupport. State legialatures atate that receiving as

many as six letters on a single subject indicates there is indeed a
PHED.1C I1nterest in a particular subject,

No one cean

NOTES FROM THE TREASURER

Well it’s that time again. The Grotto dues are due and if you haven’t heard, it’s only
$10.00. Not bad for all you get; meetings, parties, friends, camping... all kinds of fun
Uh yeah, you get to explore some neat caves too. The Maverick Grotto ‘s Constitution says
that the money is due by the March meeting. If you can’t pay me at the meetings, you can i
always mail it to me. By the way, I'm the treasurer, Teresa White, and my address is: §
5424 Finian, North Richland Hills, TX 76180. !
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TLONGHORN CAVERN STATE PARK CLEANUP PROJECT
by Butch Fralia

Texaa Parka and Wildlife, haa offered cavera the project of
cleaning Longhorn Cavern and a sink hole which ia on the property.
We are under no obligation to undertake this project but it needa
doing. The asinkhole has been uased aa a dump aince the CCC (Civilian
Conservation Corpa) cleaned the cave out during the great
depression. Inside the cave are Civil Defenae rations, placed there
in case of national emergency, which are 15 years out of date, these
need to be removed. There has been a movement underway to charge the
state for the cleanup. Unfortunately, this changes the original
agreement we have and asince we (cavera) only recently have lived up
to our part of the agreements and got in their good gracesa, it seemed

like a poor idea. There waa a great deal of discussion but finally
it was voted the cleanup would occur the first weekend in April and |
there would be no attempt at charging. Moat everyone was happy with

thia decision, a few weren’t but that couldn’t be helped. We get the
use of Longhorn Cavern after the cleanup, we do a good deed and
create exceptional goodwill with TPWD for future projects (of our
choosing). Remember that all state property ias actually the property
of the taxpayers (which includes caversa) and anything which saves tax
dollara is great eapecially when you can have fun doing it.

There was conaiderable diacusaion of TPWD matters and in
general everyone is happy (both satate and cavers) The cave
management recommendationa for cave access, to be pre: ted to the
state will be the next big isaue.

PROPOSAL FOR A GROTTO LIBRARY
By Russell Hill

At the January meeting I announced my decision to organize the Maverick Grott

o
Library. The project 1s intended to provide an additional activity for our meetings as
well as a medium for the exchange of materials. I consider the formation of the library
te ke Joint effort with all members ceontribuiing and receiving equitably. Docnations of
tooks, periodicals, maps, videocassetes, or slides can be made on a monthly, yearly, or

semi-permanent basis. It is not necessary for items to be directly related to caving, but

should be within the scope of a caving livestyle. This includes first aid, camping

mountaineering, sclences, music, scuba, vehicle repair, terrestrial navigation, physical

fitness, and white- water boating.

The library will be present (if I am) at the designated Grottc meeting place and

should receive most activity early enough to allow time for normal meeting functions

Materials will be available for use to everyone in attendance an the meeting night but

restricted to current Grotto members for monthly check-out. Visitors, associates, o
other non-members may checkout items with the approval of a member. All materials will b

r
e

checked out on a monthly basis unless other arrangements are mage. Because of the

tenacicus personal concepts and extreme expense many of us have involved, an intens
effort shouicd be made to maintain the integrity of the library and guarzntee the prompt
return of all materials

The next meeting on February 14 will be the initial presentation 2f the library
its success will be dependent on donations and member invoivement. So let’s Ali
tcgether to maxe this project entertaining and useful for averyore.

A MESSAGE
From Quinta WilKinson

This iz about holding groups together. MavericKs have a good thing going. But we
have people in Louisianna, Waco, Wichita Falls, and Austin. Th1§ means ngwsle;ters are
important in Keeping a lot of you in touch. The group that caves alot will Keep in touch,
but even those in the Metroplex who don’t cave regularly will feel left out 1f'eyeryone
does not add their bit to the newsietter. Most of the newsletter seems to be written by
only one group. i .

The Caver has recently pulled all TSA back together because of trip reports, etc.
For years +the trip reports had all come from one or two grot;os. Don'tvget me Wrong, I
love hearing about Austin. They are good cavers and good friends, but I’d like to hear
what Lubbock is doing for instance. . v

T'd also like to hear what _you’re doing. Why don’t you write a report. Even a
vacation high light if you checked out land owner contacts

"1 don’t hear you!" )
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IT DON’'T GET NO BETTER THAN THIS
By Mark Porter

Dates: December 26-30 Location: Central Missourl
Personnel: Donna & Bruce Anderson, Dale Ellison, Arlene Heintz, Dawn Burrow,
Dennis Thompson & friend, and Mark Porter.

In the wee hours of the morning of December 26, I stumbled downstairs, found the
television remote control, and clicked my way to the Weather Channel for final
confirmation on the weather conditions in Missouri. According to this professional weather
person (editor’s note: This wasn’t David!), possible light rain today clearing with
temperatures in the 40’s and 50’s the next several days. No problem, for this time of
year that’s a pretty good forcast for a week'’s worth of caving.

Dawn arrived at the house and we proceeded toward our destination of Bennett Springs
State Park. After a non-eventful trip, we met up with Bruce and Donna at the park. Since
they were the only people in the park, not even the parkK ranger showed up that day, it
wasn’t too dificult to find the campsite. One of the main reasons this park was chosen
was the facilities: hot showers, clean restrooms, and a laundry. Due to the time of year,
the water was turned off, the laundry was closed, and restrooms were locked. We did,
however, have access to a Port-a-Fot with a cold seat.

Weather Update: Overcast, humid, winds southerly 20 mph, gusting to 35, rain.

Shortly after we arrived, Dale and Arlene pulled up (with Arlene’s father, Earl}.
We geared up and headed for our first destination of Dr. Lewis Cave. This cave had easy
access, off the paved road, through a couple of cattle gates to a gravel loop drive. This
put us within ten yards of the cave’s entrance.

The cave started with a borehole passage about twenty feet high and continued for a
quarter mile. The passage was mainly walking with a touch of climb and crawl to it.

A hundred yards 1into the cave we came upon a creature not found in many caves. |t
seems a bird dog had wandered or chased something too deep into the cave. The dog must
have been 1in for several days due to the thinness of the animal. Dale and Donna made a
rescue and led the dog to the entrance. Donna and Bruce had a couple of their dogs in
their van, so Donna gave it a well needed dinner of dog food.

Toward the mid part of the cave, there is a tight squeeze beside a formation and
then a stream passage. The water was no more than Knee deep, the ceiling was about
eight feet high and covered with soda straws, stalagmites and helectites. This section
continued for several hundred feet. Donna and Dawn pushed the, by now, shrinking passage-
way until it became impassable due to size and fear of breaking formations. The total
time spent in the cave was four or five hours.

Weather Update: Strong gusty winds, heavy rains and dropping temperatures, snow.

Tuesday morning broke with rain and cold temperatures. By ten o’clock the rain began
to turn to snow. The troop tried to drive to Lone Onyx Cave some sixty miles to the north-
west of camp. The snow was heavy and made travel on the highway toc hazardous to proceed.
So, what do stranded cavers do in Lebanon, Missouri during a blizzard? Spend several hours
In othie iocal laundromat, of course.

Dale had to take Arlene home, 30 after doing cave cCiothss from the previcus day 's
trek, the weatler tco cold to go outsige, sitting in a laundromat <an siowly drive ycu mad.
Waiting fer Dale’'s return, the subject of his nickname came up. [f you are not famiiiar
with 1t, his nonored title, “The Raln God", came about as a result of unfortunate luck
with weather on caving trips. He developed a high ratio of rained-on cave trips to total
cave trips taKen. Being stuck in a laundromat for a good part of an afternoon due to
near blizzard conditions, Dale has been bestowed a new title. Many ideas were bounced
around, The All-Weather God, The Storm God, and many others. One member of the party came
up with tne perfect tfitle. Hencerforth when the weather nas frost in the air and tne
leaves turn beautiful colors, he shall be Known as .......

To be continued ......

b4y
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NEOPHYTE TROGLODYTE RUMINATIONS
By Earl Heintz

My daughter, Arlene, 1invited me 1to joln her and her friends on a local Ozark cave
trip. The cave is located less than an hour’s drive from my home. For want of a better
name it is called Dr. Lewis Cave.

The cave entrance 1is broad and high. A small stream exits the cave to flow down a
Steep draw. About ten minutes into the cave we discovered a small hound dog that had spent
at least several days 1in the dark. He was glven a guided tour to the entrance and
provided with food.

On the second trip intc the cave passzage, I had more time to observe my surroundings.
The first time, I had spent most of my time watching the floor of the passage to select a
route that would keep my feet dry. The passage was high and wide. There were no cave
formations but the ceiling glistened with moisture that gave the appearance of polished
metallic beads.

The easy going did not last long. Soon we came to break-downs that reguired some
dedicated scrambling. Beyond the break-downs, [ made the acquaintance of cave mud. Mud
on the surface waits to be stepped on. Cave mud waits in ambush and attacKks as soon as
your attention wanders. i

Just beyond the breakdowns, the ceiling and walls moved in on us. The stream occupied
the center of the passage and it was necessary to wade. The flow was slow, and mud covered
the bottom altogether 1too deeply. During this phase of cave exploration, I had the
cpportunity to do some duck walking. It 1s very good exercise.

This section of the cave had beautiful formations. The ceiling was almost covered
with white soda straws. Stalactites were common but stalagmites were relativiely rare and
stunted. A few flow stone formations were alsq present.

The low ceiling continued to the end of the cave and provided no opportunity to stand.
Rest could be obtained by sitting on the edge of the stream with feet immersed in water
and bottom resting ‘on mud. Caving 1s not for the comfort lover or the fastidious.

The +trip out of the cave was uneventful. However, I was very happy tc reach the
section of cave that permitted me to stand again.

Although my first cave visit occurred during my grammar school days and since then I
have seen caves in California, Oregon, Nevada, New Mexico, Kentucky, and Missouri, this
wag my first visit to a "wild" cave. 1 enjoyed the experience very much and would enjoy
doing it again

I was surprised to find that a few lights provided such good general illumination. I
thought that only things in the cone of light would be visible and everything else would
be in impenetrable darkness.

Some muscle soreness was produced by the axtended duck walking. However, my doctor

says that I will soon be able to get around again with the aid of a cane or crutches (just
Kidding).

RETURN TO RIVER STIX
By Pooch Amy

Date: January 28
Location: King County, Texas
Personnel: Terry Ward, Terry Benton, Sharon Lytie, Jean Might, Dale Ellison, Tom Rich,

Cindy, Harold McAlliister, Miles Clevland, M.T., Pooch Amy.

e beginning, Dale Kkept us right on schedule, but not until the last
p did I realize ... his watch must have been set to Mountain Time. We
getner for the first time at “Whataburger", got acquainteag with each othe
and marnerisms (or lack of mannerisms), over a guick breakfast socizl, then divide
into the three vehicles that wers taking us to River Styx: "smoking', ''non-smoxing”,
"beans-for-dinner-last-night".

After four hourz of leap frog, and a hearty lunch stop in Benjamin, Texas, we arrived
at Bateman Ranch 12 PM Mountain Time, right on schedule. This was to be a new experience
for most of the group, but after a few minutes of instructions and introductions to the
equipment, you’d have never Known 1it. Dale led the way, acting as trail blazer/tour
guide, and the rest showed no hesitation at the tight entrance crawl. Dale asked that I
(beans for dinner last night) bring up the rear.

Days of heavy rains had preceded us, but River Styx Cave had less mud than my own
carpet, yet the same amount of wildlife. Bats hung in sleeping clusters on the celling,
breathing like furry Scottish Bagpipes, catfish stirred up little clouds of wet dust
behind their tails, and crickets did ... whatever crickets do. At one point, when we were
all belly down, we met another belly down caver, a tiger salamander. (see illustration)

In the 'Junction Room" we gathered for the first time so we could "see" total
garkness. I'd love to descrihe it, but I couldn’t see a thing. About another hour’s
worth of walking, stooping, squatting, and crawling, led us into the "Racing Stripe Room"
whe. e we recarbided (is this a word?) and ate a little, though most of us were still
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After flossing, re-duct taping, and recarbidization <{(that’s got to be a word), I
collected volunteers for the water passage exit. But only three were foolish ... er ...
uh ... brave enough to try this portion of the cave with me: Terry Ward, M.T., and Harold.
Despite Dale’s warning us that we would miss out on a suprise awaiting us at the other
exit, we headed for the lower, wetter portions of the cave.

Entering Mr. Catfish’s environment, we agreed that the water temperature wasn’t tgo
cold at this point. But after reaching the first "WOW' zone, I think we experienced some
bad air. There must have been an abundance of helium in the cave because we all seemed to
be talking three octaves higher. The water level was only belly button deep, but ceiling
height, slippery rocks and a numb feeling from the neck down, caused some of us to get a
little wetter than we should have. As time passed it was necessary to crawl on top of
breakdown periodically and make sure your lower haif was still with you. Conversation
seemed to siow down 30 much you could hear teeth chattering and even the skin wrinkiing
and shrinking around you. Boy, just when I thought I was gonna have a mutiny on my hands,
a dim light shown in front of us.

It was probably about then that the furry Scottish Bagpipes began waking up anc
greeting our fellow cavers in the drier, _warmer chambers, escorting them to the
“surprise” at their exit. The surprise at our exit was that we made it out of the cave
without =2 death due tc hypothermia. Terry demonstrated her mountain climbing skiils on
the cliffs below our campsite, and we were dry and comfortable around a fire in minutes.

If Dale was gonna kesp everything "right on schedule" he’'d better show up soon. Tne
fire was going out, and about the only thing burning was someone’s B.V.D. ’'s that nad
failen into the flames. We had binoculars out scanning the road and spotted ’‘e=m walking

toward us ... and 1t looked iike they were kind enough to bring the "surprise' back =2
camg  to  show us! I was gonna try and tell them what a fun-filled experience they hac

mizzed in the water rassage, but it wouldn’t have been very ccnvincing watching us huadi=z
around tne burning B.V.D.’'s and sniffing an empty champagne battle {surprise!). In arv
case, this was a great trip and we left at 4 PM ... Mountain Time ... Right on schedule

I told you there are
unusual life-feme here/ S
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CESTINATION: Coloredo Beand State Park
TRIP DATE: January 13-15, 1989
REPORTED BY: Butch fralia
TRIP LEADER: Butch Fralia
PERSONNEL: Dawn Burow

Sheiia Hartmen

Wayne HKHill
Stephanie Staewart

Butch frelia Jannifar Fralia
Keith Hause Alvie HL1l
Terry Holsinger David McClung
Quinte Wilkineon

The threat of bad weather resultad in a low turn out of cavers for
the January work trip. Eleven pecpie arrived and a reassonabls aaocunt
waa accompliehed. Ceavers awakened Saturday aorning to cool weather
and the genaral coneanaue vae tha beet place to be wee underground
whera the temperature remaine the seme yessr round. Due to the cold
air, thie tiee of year, it’e the beat time to explore caves known to
have bad air. The cooler ground air with respect to warm cave air,
cauvee the caveas to circulste and for a short tlme they can bas
axplored without difficulty.

Terry Holesinger, Dave McClung and Sheila Hartman sat out to survay ln
Gormen Creek Crevics (SAB 183), located ln the Lively pasturs. They
apent approximately 9 hours in the cave and managed to survey 210
feat. They left a gap of approximately 1350 feet batween the last
aurvey point and where they began thsir survey. This added to the
previoue surveysd length of 623 feat, brings the cave length up to
approximnetely 985 feet. At this time thie eaakea Gorman Creek Cravice
the third longeat cave in San Saba County behind Clark’e Brench Wall
on the adjoining Yatsa Ranch. Goraan Ceve, of course, is the longest
cave (n the county. Surveying and push tripe into Gorman Creek
Cravice take a great deal of time due to nearly all pasaage baing
crawiway. To resch their firat aurvey point thm csvers crawled on
handa and kneaes for spproximately 350 feet and then down te belly
crawl through 275 feet of bedding plane crawl space.

In the area where the survey wae atarted, the passage changes from
the low flat bedding plane to & reapectable hands and kneea paasage.
At varioue points, the cave intersecta tall fisaures (with no surface
opanings) snd for short distances, walking pasasage with ceilings
heighta of aspproxlmately 20 feet are obaerved. They surveyed untii a
Junction wae reached. from the original push trip, it’s known that
the left hand passasge ends after a faw hundred feat while the right
hand paseage continueea to the point wvhere the bad air was encountered
but without an end in sight.

Cavers expect Gorman Creek Crevice will extend to Carlesbad Cavern by
vay of Fitton Cave in Arkanass but eince it’as moatly bedding plana
crawl, no one will care. A bedding plane crawl la a cave formad
horizontally between two lmyers of rock. As water moves between
theae layers, rock is removed to form ceve passage. Bedding plane
pasasage asa in the case of San Saba, County, cavea exampiified by
Gorman Craek Crevice. is often very wide yet caeiling heighta are
very low. The bedding piane paasage ln Gorman Creek crevice rangeas
from 2 to 1% inchesa in hei1ght and up to 30 feet acrossa.

While aurveying, the team was alsc checking sirflow in the cave. On
a puah trip into the cave laat year, there wsa alr flowing in the
cave during the first 600 feet of traverse but ended in a fissure

unnotice by that teanm who later had to turn back when they
encountered bvad air, on a later trip, while cleanlng nearby
Hormeahoe Chimney (SAB 182), eeversl trash bags were removed exposing
a paasage which had been completely sealed by the Dbags. Air
imnaediately began to blow from thia paasage. Cavers have theorized

that Horseshoe and Gorman Creak Craevice are aomehov connected and
hoped the bad air would be circuiated out. One bit of evidence which
leads to this supposition is that all through the axplored axtent of
Goraen Creek Crevice, piecas of gsrbsge are atrewn asbout on the
floor. Horseshoe crevice of course, 18 full of garbage. One other
cave in the area filled with garbage ia Space Heater Cave (SAB 203),
but it’a approximately one mile away and the garbage 1s of a much
earlier vintage than that found in Horeeahoe. On thia trip, the team
obmerved air flow through a fiamure which had been miasaed on the
firat puah trip and they were almo i1n for another eurprise. Alr was
entering the aain entrance, exiting through this fissure but alao
moving into the unexplored pssaage of the cava.

Dawn Burow, Keith Heuaa, Alvise and Wayne Hill eet out for another
part of the Lively psature to aurvey Sore Toe Cave (5AB 179). Thia
cave had been entered on a previoums trip, but could not be compietely
explored due to air quality problema. They rsppelled spproximately
20 feet into the verticsl entrance only to find a second drop of
approximately 30 feet leading to ancther level. They rappelled the
second drop and found & amsll amount of horizontal paassge. On thia
trip, the air quality was good allowing them to puah and survey the
entire extent of the cave.

After completing Sore Toe Cave, thay were joined by Butch Fralia and
vent to Crippled Deer Cave (SAB 201), namad after a deer which vaa

ireed from the nearby :ence at the time of dimscovery. On a previous
trip, it too had repel led intrepid explorers due to air guality
problema. The entrance to thia cave is very amall and requirea a
great deal of agillty to enter, Alvis entered, then Dawn, followed by
Keith then Wsyne. About the time Butch was to attempt entry, Wayne
called up that Alvia had found the end of the cave and every one waa
on their way out. This cave waan’t aurvey but the air guallty wvaa
good.

“hlle they were in the area, they decided to locate SAB 194 which has
not been explored, on the way to this cave, two marmst faestures were
noted and checkad cut. One had been flagged on the infamoue Februsry
ridge waik of the Lively pasture which located 26 caves or Karat

featuraes. During the eurfsce survey of this 720 acre pasture,
aevarml ot the cavea could not be locatad. Ona of theae waa flaggad
indicating it to be one of the miasing cavea. Thia one was checked

out but was dirt choked after only a few feet. The next feature, had
been miamed oOn previoua tripe but turned out to be s rock bed
approximately 100 feet acrosa and 12 feet thick which la heavily
{ractured. One sarea offera hope of passage inta the bed rock but
would raquire heavy rockas to be moved before entry. Thle br:=ga the

count in tha Lively pssture up to 35 cavea or aignificent Karat
featuraes.

The %team proceecded on to locate SAB 194 but ipatesd locataed a youno
deer with 1t’s hind hoof hung up in the fence. Tha deer, a youra
whitetailed buck with 1it’s horns juet budding out, had one hoo:
caught in the top two strande of barbed wire. It wvaa reascued but
appeared to have been trappad for aeveral days hanging from cne leqg

with moat of lt‘'a body weight aupported by it a nack. It daidn- v
appaar to be aeveraly Linjured ail thinge coneidered. It was coaxerd
into drinking. The aniasail wae to wesk to get to watar au

tranaportatlon to the weter trough wee furniahed. Unfortunately the
aniaal died on the way. Park Superintendant J Terin and Ranger
Steve Dinamore later ateted that deer uaually die alsocat immediately
whean freed aftar only a few houras. By the time the raacue attespt
wee termineted, it wee getting derk eo tha cavers returnad to camp.

. Butch and Jennifer Fralls, Stepheanie Stewert, and Quinta Wilkinmon

began Saturday aorning ridgas walking north eaat of Sab 189 & 130 andg

due aaat of SAB 206. This area hss five known cevea, cone potential
dig and & ceave which hsen‘t been ralocatad, known sa& Danny’a
Carlesbad Connection. They aepent approximately four hourm in thia
area but failad to discover or rediscover enything other than a few
inaignificent Karet featursas. After eome tlme, they went to the
Lively paasture to chack on the otheras. It wae at thias time Butch
joined the other group (aa mentioned above). Whlle the ladiea

returnad to camp to cook stew for supper.

Sunday morning saw activity begin anew. Sheila Hartasan and Quainta
Wilkineon removed and bagged the garbage filllng a amall sink locat«d
on the trsil froe the park roed to the camp near Blue Ribbon Pit (SAB
184) . After claaning, obvious peaseage wasn’t opened but could do ao
sfter 8 heavy rain.

Keith Heuae, Wayne Hill, Terry Holainger snd David McClung began
surface survey at a bsnch mark established nasr the camp. They tind
in Blue Ribbon Pit then Turtle Shell Cave (SAB 108) into the surface
aurvey. The extent of the survey waa about 2000 feet.

A word hare about surfaca survey at Colorado Band. The inatruments

uaed sre the sama as uaed in cave survay. They are hand held
inatruments owned Dby the cavera themsalvea. Distance measurementn
between aurvey points ers mads with either a 100 foot or 200 fout
tape. The aurvey closures have been eurprising accurste when the
quality of tha equipaent ia comparad to profesesional aurvey
inatrumente. Of course it muet be conaidered that surveying in the

bruah offera llttle hope of getting tha 1long shotas where the
profeasional inatrumenta arae beat auitaed. To aurvey 2000 feet, may
requlre aa many aa 70 ahots dus to working around treea, bruah etc.

Butch Ffralis and Alvis Hill set out to the area where Butch nsd

ridgewalkad the day before. Armad with verticsl equipment and the
alr quality nmeter, they went to SAB 211 (unneaed) to aee (f it waa
entereble. Butch, Keith and Ouinta hed entersad the cave on n

previous trip and discovered a drop of approximately 20 feet lnto a
atream psssage. The air qusllty wasas 16.5% oxygen at the top of the
drop. Alvis and Butch diascoverad thia weekend, the air quality waa
an astounding 20.5X in the atreaa passage allowing exploration untal
they were stopped by time limitations.

All in ell, it wuass @& successful weekend the potential bad veather
didn’t neterialize and it waa besutiful. No new cavea wvere
discoverad but projectm thwarted on earier ripa due to poor air
quality waa saccompllehed and Gorman Creek Crevice became the third

longeat cave in the county. Future tripa will see Gorman Creek
Crc;xce becom¢ the second longeat cave in Sen Sebs, County. SAR 211
will be aurveyed and ridaewalking will reasuse. At tham taime,

approximately 60% of the Lemons Kanch area has been riggewaiked bul
no matter how thoroughly it appears to have been covered, new cnree
sppear all the time. Keith Heuas is working on a nev ovar{ay for the
TPWDh Topo., to ehow the known cave locstiona but it will be a long
while before thia map can be brought up to date and remain that way
tor any length of timae.

Colorado Band State Park, Jsnuary 13-15, 1989
(Unamed Cave) San Saba, County (SAB 211

Owner: State of Taxaa (Parka & Wildlife Department?
Length: 150"«
Depth: 537 .

Location: Bend 7.5” Qumdrsngle
Colorado Bend State FPark

SAB 211 1a entered through a sink approximately 2 frcet wige Aan o

feet long. Entry throuagh a hole two feet 1n diameter leadn ar-wn
approximately eight feat into a roor with mome formatione. Bat uanc
on the floor of this room indicatea bata have aometimen uaed thias
csve for temporary ehelter. The floor of the room alopea down unt:il
lt'a approximately 15 feet below the surfacas. To the lett o1 the

room (viewed from the entrance) ia & drop of 8 teet to e sbelf

followed by another drop of approximately 20 feet to reach a atican

passage. The dropa are climbable but the laat drop anculd be b?xeyea
for mafety. The stream bed below the drop 18 approximetely 42 tfeet
below the aurface. The atreanm bed haa pssasge running north end
acuth, Following the down atrear passage to the north, it drops

approximately 4 feat and some 40 feet of handa and kneesa crawl,
another drop 1a encountered. Thia drop is approximately 10 feet deep
with paasage agesin leading off to the north. After approximately 10
ieat, the passege conatricte due to mud bilockage but iarcer paamage
continueling on can be aeen paat the blockage. To the nouth, the
pasasge ia ths traditional Sen Saba bedding plsne cravl. Atter
leaving a roomy hande end kneea room spproximately 12 teet by 10
feet, the paseage drops to appoximately 1 foot ceilinga by ahour 20
feat wide. In anothar 20 feet, pasaage remaina wide but once eaIm1n

can traverse oOn handa and kneena. The pasamge to the asuth waa
explored for approximately 100 feet, it continued an ae handr and
knees as far as could be aeen but alaa the explcoration weaa
discontinuad due to time limitationa. AlrT quality never dr cvped
below 20.5% during thia viajt. Tripa during the late fall have seeb
air quality drop to to 16.5% approximstely 20 fae® below r?r
surface. Future tripa, will aee this cave aurveyed and puashed rc 1t’a

traversable end.
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TSA WINTER MEETING
POWELL’S CAVE
by Butch Fralia

Through the magnificent efforts of George Veni, 74 cavers were
able to explore and survey Powell’s Cave in Menard, Texas over the
weekend of January 27-29, 1989. Powell’s Cave, which up to recently
has been considered the longesat cave in Texas (moved to #2 position
by Honey Creek), has been closed to cavers for about six years due to
land owner relations. George Veni, supercaver, and smooth talker,
persuaded the owner to allow the saite to be used for the Texas
Speleological Association winter meeting and work project.

Throughout Friday night, cavers arrived in drovea for the

occasion. Familiar faces were in abundence, Doug Allen (TSA
Vice-Chairman), Deborah Brown, Chuck Cluck and Susan Penney, Don
Denton (Maverick Grotto - president NTSS), Dr. Bill Elliot (TSS,

TCMAS, Terry Holsinger, Joe Ivey (Chairman TSA & TCHMA)D, Carl
Ponebchek and his daughter Jo Anne, Jay Jorden (Chairman - DFW)>,
Linda Palit (TSA Secretary), and a hoat of othera. It was like old
timea which brought the beginning of new timesa.

Saturday morning cavers gathered at the headgquarters to
organize into survey teama to begin the reaurvey of Powell’s Cave
Texas with 14.2 miles of surveyed passage. Much of the original
survey data iasa missing and the extent of the cave can no longer be

proven. There are questionas of how the length was calculated and
there are over two hundred leada on the original map which weren’t
surveyed. Other than it‘s mostly crawlway, it seems only fitting
that it should be resurveyed to resume it’s rightful place in
history, at least it‘s mostly dry. The map of the cave is

magnificent, when firast seen, it looks as though someone has sketched
a waffle to some large ascale. The cave is blessed with a tremendous
amount of maze pasasage, it’s quite impressive. A project is now
working to resurvey the cave, Terry Holtzinger will coordinate the
survey effort and consolidate data to be placed in the University of
Texas Main Frame for data reduction and the eventual remap using a
package called ellipse. George Veni will coordinate land owner
relations and file reports.

The team of Butch Fralia, Danny Sherrod and Quinta Wilkinson

were assigned to survey the East Broadway section. Butch ran
instruments, Danny lead tape and Quinta sketched. They were assigned
this s&section in deference to Butch’a 200 foot survey tape. The map
showed a mini-maze near the entrance that have several long passages
leading off. It appeared that a long tape would make gquick work of
these and offer plenty of time to push several unsurveyed leads. The
survey began near the entrance in a mini-maze section. The floor of

the maze ia covered with bat-guano and is a comfortable hands and
kneea crawl. Part of this waa asurveyed, a break outaide the cave for
carbide repaira and back at it. The mini-maze waa completely
aurveyed, several leada checked out (mseveral left for later) and one
of the 1long passages began. After 124 feet of the long passage, it
waas decided that it would make a good project for leter. After 7-1/2
hours in the cave, surveying 1000 feet of paasage with ceilinga 10-12
inches high didn’t seem feasible.

After leaving the cave, it waas discovered that Carl Ponebchek
had prepared great amounts of aplit pea soup, home-made chili, huge

pots of coffee <(apiked with Kalua) and Tea (spiked with Amaretta).
Although everyone had come prepared to cook, few did and no one
turned Carl down. It waa delicious.

For those who’ve never met Carl, he’s one of the elder
statesmen of Texas caving. At 65 he’s blessed with great wisdom,
compassion and atill gets into caves and enjovys ridge-walking.

|
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Sunday Morning, aurvey footage was added |up, the Fralia,
Sherrod, Wilkinson team had turned in a respectable 1135’ of survey.

The total survey for the weekend waa over 3000 meters. A good satart
conaidering the passage was mostly crawi space.

The Winter meeting was brought to order by Joe Ivey and things'
really began to happen.

Deborah Brown, of San Antonio, has been assigned to act as
agajistent editor to both Jay Jordan and Dale Pate, to attempt to get
mnore articlea for the “"Texaa Caver'" (yea, David, even a atatewide
publication has trouble getting material). The TSA members would
prefer to see more articles by cavers as opposed to so many "“staff
reports.™

The TSA Spring Convention will be held the last weekend in
April at Luchenbach, Texasa. There aren’t any caves on the agenda now
but perhaps by then who knows.

‘The weekend ended with everyone heading back to Auatin, vallaas,
Fort Worth, Houston, Wichita Falla, and other far away placesa. It

was a great weekend with good accomplishments both within the cave
and at the meeting.
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