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CALENDAR

Ongoing Monthly work trip to Colorado Pend State Park. Weekend of the
second Saturday of each month.

April 7-9 Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip.

April 11 Maverick Grotto Meeting.

April 15 DFW Grotto Party M&W Ranch, near Glen Rose. We're invited! Frese
fajitas and beer.

April 28-30 TSA Spring Convention, Luchenbach, Texas. More details elsewners
in the newsletter.

May 1t Deadline for acceptance of articles for the May newsletter

May 2 Maverick Grotto Meeting.

May 12-14 Coloradec State Park work Trip.

June 9-10 Colorado State Park Work Trip.

June 13 Maverick Grotto Meeting. .

October 1989 American Cave Management Symosium, sponsored by TSA, TWPD, ACMA.

To be held in New Braunfels, Texas.

ON THE COVER

Qur cover cavers this month are the newlyweds Pooch Amy
and Teresa White, in Fenceline Fissure, in San Saba Co.
For details on their wedding, see the article elsewhere
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n this newsletter.
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A MAVERICK WEDDING
By David Finfreck

They 've bezn talking about 14 for a long time, but
eartier thiz month Teresa wWhite and tooch Amy finally got
married. We didn't ewpect that a wedding between thoze twa
would be very traditional. And we weren't dizappointed!

Bafore we discuss the wedding, though, 3 description cf
I proposzal i3z needed. In the middle of dinner at a fancy
estaurant in Fort Werth, Pcoch pulled out his knee pads and
ot down on the tleer. Then very seriously for as czeriouc
as Fooch can be) he asted Teresa if she would marry him. Of
ccurse the wedding date had already been set since last

D

faltl. But he had never actually asked her if she would
marry  him. And Teresa _wanted to be asked. FPooch later
said he had kept putting it off, because he was afraid she
might say, "lLet me think abcut it for a while“. But of

course, she didn’t. Teresa responded with a quick "Yes" and
a big smile.

Fooch picked the date for the wedding, April lst. And
it seemed esvpecially appropriate for him: April Fool 's Day.
And as it turned out, he <couldn’t have picked a better gday.
It was an outdoors wedding, and the weather was absolutely
perfect: sunny and 70 degrees. lhile many Maverick Grotto
mempers were spending the day hautling trazh out of a
sinkhole at Longhorn Caverns State Park, Teresa and Fooch
and about 50 family memvers and clcse friends had gathered
beside a waterfall under the dogwoods in an East Texas
forest for the wedding.

The bride was resplendant in her white embroidered
blouse and biue jeans. And the groon was very distinguiched
in his white cotton shirt and black shorts. Together they
stood on_a rock by the falls and =aid thzir vows, with
family and friends gathered around on the hillside. Then
Pooch Kissed his bride, and Teresa teamcd and exclaimed, "We
did it At that, a spontanecus burst of applause echoed
from the hillside. {That’'s the only time I've heard of
applause at a wedding ceremony, but somehow, in this case it
seemed appropriate.) It was a beautitul ceremony, and even
the justice-of-the-peace asked for some pictures for

3 he  nad done lots of weddings,

higfamily album tie
but never one like that.

Then the whole group walked a half-mile down the rcad to
the cabin where the covered-dish-supper -reception was held.
There was barbegued briskit and szauszpes, smoked turkey
meatballs, chicken, baled beans, dirty rice, potato salad
and much more. And there waz lots of Sangria. Blankets
were spread in the meadow, and everyone settled down for a3
picnic feast. We stuffed ourcelves till we couldn’t =at any
more. Then Teresa and Fooch cut intc their wedding cake,
chocolate of ccurce, and we ate still mere

Some of us tock a walk through the woods after that, in
a vain attempt tc burn off some of these caleories. Then the
entire wedaing party moved back out intn the meadow for an
impromptu game of vollevball. It’s not often you get to go
to a wedding where you wind up playving volleyball with the
bride still in her wedding gownt

It was an absolutely perfect day, and positively the
most _fun wedding I’ve ever attended. But 1 imagine their
wedding _night could have been more romantic. Teresa and
Pooch retired to their honevmoon tent that night. And of
course, their dog Rox laid down and stept on the floor all
night, right between them!

LOST AND FOUND

If you are missing any caving equipment, or have somenow
acguired scwme that doesn’t beleong to you, suocmit a

description tc  the LOST AND FOUND in care of the agitors

Thiz month, Daie Ellison reportz that he has foung z
Folarcic camera, ang an Autolite caroide lamp with 2 origns
finien in nis gear after a recent trip. [Descrice tre
detaiis o Daie and he will return your progerty.
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Place: Arkansas
Dates: March 3-11
Personnel: Alvis Hill, Debra Morris, Jody Robertson, Dawn Burow

Reported by: Dawn Burow

~Alvis and I left Friday at 5 PM for Arkansas, planning to stop Saturday
and see friends in Dover before meeting Debbie and Jody at the Fitton parking
lot. We had gotten into Oklahoma when rain and sleet began to grace our
trip. The truck didn't like the cold and would go for awhile and then bog
down, getting slower and slower until we had to stop and turn off the engine.
After a short rest,it would fire vp fine, eventually repeating the process.
Once we pulled off the road onto what looked like stable ground, but was
actually deep mud. It took us about 30 minutes to get out. We spent the
rest of the night at a roadside park on the Oklahoma/Arkansas border and
listened to sleet pelt the top of the truck until morning.

Saturday we bogged our way into Russellville and got with our Dover
friends while the truck was in the shop. The truck didn'twork much better
after we got it back. It limped through the trip until the sun came out and
then it didn't give us any more trouble.

Saturday night saw us at Erbie campground. but Debbie and Jody at the
Fitton parking lot. We'd come in different roads and neither of us could
get across the flooding river to the other side. Sonday we finallv crossed
paths around midday. The forecast was for several more inches of snow and
colder weather. We spent Sunday night in Harrison. By Monday afternoon we
couldn't stand the inactivity anymore. The snow ahd fallen all Sunday and
sunday night and was piled up everywhere, but the roads were relatively elear
after the snow plows went through. We tookx our chances and drove to Lecst
valley where we had the snow, the trails, and the cave all to ourselves.

After spending Monday night in Marshall, we set out for Homer's Cave
and (hopefully) scme serious caving. We drove down a very slick and snowy
backroad, parked on the side of the road and walked down the "logging rocad"
to the cave. CQCur directions were good and we found the 6' diameter entrance
easily. Snow covered the slope down the entrance passage to the T. The left passage
is easily described as hazardous due to the loose rock evervwhere-walls, ceiling,
etc. The right passage led to the rest of the cave where we had a great time.
A handline at the pit would have been nice since it took all of us using each
other for footholds to get up the slippery, muddy drop. Wc left happy that we

had finally seen a cave and gotten dirty!
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Our original plan for Tuesday night was to camp at Blanchard Springs, but
the ice on the roads had caused them to close their campground. We ended up at
Jack's Fishing Resort and took the Blanchard Springs Cavern tour Wednesday
morning.

Wed. afternoon we met Jim Terry of the M.O.L.E.S. and drove to Little Bear
Cave. Little Rear is very rugged, but very well worth the trouble. We saw several
unusual and beautiful formations and wound up spending around 6 hours in the
cave. This cave was Aefinately one of the highlights of the trip.

Thurs we relaxed due to Debra being greatly bruised and exhaustdd from Little
Bear. Alvis and I hiked a little and checked out a very large sinkhole that we'd
cpotted on a previous trip. The sinkhole may have had cave, but the way to the bottom
would have required a rope and verticle gear placed in the path of snow runoff.

The drop was left for next time.

Fri., after eating Tacquitos for breakfast, we set out to see Fitton. The
sun was shining and the day promised to be warm and dry. It was gquickly
discovered that the challenge of the day would be crossing Cecil Creek and
remaining relatively dry. After rock-hopping the first two crossings, everyone
.gave up and waded through knee-deep water. 1In one battle between Alvis and Cecil
Creek, Cecil won and left Alvis scaked. The rest of us made it to the cave
safe and relatively dry. We exchanged wet socks and shoes for dry ones and took off
for the deep and dark.The plan cf the day was to drop Jergen's Leap. We ate lunch
in the Round House Rcoom and Debbie and Jody gagged at Alvis' cave cuisine-Sardines
a la Mustard. A short rest at the entrance passage of Jergens Leap found Jody
sound asleep and Debbie not to be moved. Alvis and I did the Leap alone, but
didn't explore further passage since there were only two of us. Seven hours later
we exited the cave at dusk.Now the adventure really started. The creek was still
there to cross, but the water had risen above knee level and the bottcm could not be
seen even with cave lights. We took tc making a chain and crossing in é line
with Jody in front pioneering the way. We finally made it back to camp, changed
clothes, built a fire, ate, and fell into our sleeping bags.

Sat morning Debbie and Jody took the direct route back to Texas while
Alvis and I took the scenic route home. It had been a better than average
week of vacation and I know that at least two of the four of us were ready to go again

the next week!




Langtry Case and Fmerald S
by Dz2nny Snecrod

Personned
Corky Cockeran
(lay wages
Biii Glephens
Don Denton
Tom Bone
Danny Sherrod

it was a dark and stormy might for the weather was aninous and forboding
foreshadawing the events to toltow

I mel the Wichrta Falls cavers at the square in Fastiand where we agreed to park
B111's truck and continue on 1n Lon's and mine Po our ¢xrpsiie

S0 after considerable d15Cussion ara inwvestigation ol potential parking siteés we left
it at the back of the fire station

How the (ireman in charge said he diio toiad a5 {060 a5 we put 1t woy 1n The boack
50 the firetrucks could get aut and he wou:1a tell the nevt Tireman on duty and so torth
S0 we left the building only to find the poticeman that we had been took ing for eartier to
fing a parking spot

So we discussed with m weather, ¢z.ng, the grnvth of Bastland and so for thunti]
he asked 1t we listened to WBAP He told ¢s of 3 WHAP weathes man who had mentioned
caving up in northwest Texas In a cave that was so tinh! rhat he planned to loose wetqnt
before going back In He aiso commenled tnat the weathierman wouid not describe the
cave location in detail for fear that non-ca.ers would euter  [his of course was Ryver
Stykes and the wealherman was our 1at? David Finfrock

Then we were 0{( to Langtry enly to Dea at the gate anole fromn Corky  Cotby had
arrived ear lier independent of our journey 2nd could net retnemnber the combination to the
tock on the gate While resting there the Eorder Pateoi stepped and told him that a
woman was knited to death nearby and that the murderer was on fect and was probably
Jooking for transportation and since this misv was also 2 menta) patient and unpredictable
Corky might consider parking sotrewhere eise  (orky ygreed 1t ight be 3 good idea and
parked at Langtry mn front of the Roy Bean fiumeum

when we found Corky he was stillin orie pece, very murh awake S0 we discussed
the various options availlable to us as far as Canping since oyl campsite was quite
desolate and very near the site of the murder This wimn 1elt the next town wordd be a
great ptace to camp but the group dectded to camp at the aryginal place  Attey sleeping
tn my locked truck I awoke to find all wa= well

we went Into town the next morning ta contact the ranch foreman Haturaily the
murder was the topic of discussion In fact, one guy had abig qun Just in case leaving
the store, we went to the Emeratd Sink, Lied the rape 1o the bumper tor the short
descent | was sure hoping the truck would te there when we got ont

Emerald Sink is a fun cave with almost no formations We walked to the back of the
first fevel to tie off to make a 140 toot drep nto the battom where we ended our
penetratton of the cave A crawl does continue Lo a secend diop but 15 has a bat roost
which we did pot wish to disturd

Don offered consider able entertainment for us First he left his helmet at camp,
then he left his cavepack at the bottom of the drop and finaily his foot qibb tell off on
tne way up the rope The last part could have been tragic but since 1t wasi't it was
funny

We exited the cave to find our trucks were stitl there | guess the bad quy didn't
find them after alt

Al camp, Toin cooked supper Tom 1S arare caver who likes to cook after caving all
day for the whole group The food was great aind sure beat the can of sardines | would
have had

The next day we went to Big Tree or Langiree Lead cave (ke Emerald Sk 1t was 2
lot of fun but had httle decoration

Langtry Lead has atl kinds of caving, chinneys, crawls, walking passages and
repelling at the back of the cave Also it has a huge rosrn that 15 worth seeing on 1ts
awn

The big drop which 15 3t the end of 3 lung crawd at 1w Lack of The cave 15 about 240
feet deep and 15 1n the shape of a corkscrew (1 was best(itul and hag all types of
repelling from free to against walls and since 1t twisted ail difter ent kinds of views up
or down

Don’'s adventure continued Upon arriving at the cave we hid his hetmet so he would
think he teft 1t in camp again After a fiantic =earen he el 1 AL the bottom ol the
cave hirs helimet and hight fetl ot his head and plumaeted ito the water Hitled sink
below while ne was taking a photo of 8111's ascent 5o naturally we took tus phata Wy the
wiater His foot gibbs fell oft agamn, but he ari the rest ol us wade 1t up the rope without
incident

4‘\\/ Efonry

Upon exHng The Cave we [¢s0ed the s derer with our Capp.il rope and fufned biin
Over to the proper authorities well we would hiave, but the police caunnt him earlier
trat day

Triat evening ahl was right in the world while we ate Tom's coox ing and enjoved the
beauty ot the might o Wat part of Loeuth beaas

The aspect thiat made Don's ascent pratletas Interesting and not tragic was that ne
nad adeduale back up and the disposttbion nat Lo panIC when tn an adverse situation  This
le_won coutd atso apply Lo baviing adequate Haght, water, Tood and other essentils of
Caviteg

Lake and Oqle Cave
by Danny Stherrog

Personnel

Dave Cave MeCung
Clay Chamber s

£d Poyntur
Sharron Lytle
Danny Sherrod

Two days before Mew Year, {lay, Dave and mysetf left for the first cave trip nf the
new year We were to meet £¢ and Shairon at camping area near Parks kanch cave
outside of Carlsbad, M1

we got of i to an almost early start ang made 1t to the campsite a few hours before
Iight  After sieeping Lo almost noon we woke up to find no Ed or Sharron  Gosh, couid
this be the wrong spot, could something have happened Lo them or wiat? About thal time
they arrived, the winps spenlt the mgnt tn the kOAL Not enly had they showered but ate a
real brear rast

It was determined that we should spare no time In getting to the cave since It was
midday and there wouid be Timited time to hike to the cave in the light So, Ed and
Sharron went to get the permits from Ron Kerbo at park headquarters and we finisheg our
caving breskfast of cereal and doughnuts and teft far the tratihead to the Cave

Ho i and Sharron, so we took photos, teld Jong stories, shot the buil with other
tourtsts and generally strutted aroung looking tike macho cavers for the benefit of the
tourists Finally Ed and Starron appeared atter greal discussion with kerbo on various
caving subjects, elc

So off we went on owr walk to |ake Cave We faund the cave rignt at dark. The rave
was beautitul with a iake formations and ail

Then we made the watk back to the tratihead This was as fun as any cave t have
peen In Walking tn the desert at night 15 so beautiful and fun tt 1s beyond description

We reached camp a tew hours before hght and awoke near midday to start the main
event, Ogle Cave

Ogle, | have been told, 1s the third targest cave in the park and that it has the
largest calumns in the world However, our main thought was the 140- 170 foot drop at

Triz being my irst rappe! ¢f any disiance this was vely much on my mind
Upon seeing the drop 1t was bigger than i visvalized

All of us descended 1nto the cave without any problem ta see the biggest rooms any
of us had seen outside of Carisbad Caverns The rooms are enormous There are places
even a wheat Lamp wiil not tltuminate they are 5o far off. We explored for several hours
seeing artifacts from the Guano 1tining era as wett as the huge formattuns  Upon signing
the reqister at the end of the cave we started on the way back

The ascent was uneventful except for ray knacktng atf my carbide hight about 40
feet from the top of the rope While 1t tooked pretty falling througn the air it lett me in
avery dark environment Clay shined his hght~down into the entrance for the fintsh of
the climb. Alter Ed brought the light up we f1lled It with water and § used It to
ithuminate the trail on the way out with hittie 111 effects

Wwhile resting near the entrance we alt agreed that there was httle in hfe that fent
better than bemg of f rope atter a climb

The trip home was uneventiyl except that while watting to find out who ladqnt the
Beatles now to play the harmonica we had to backirack when our station {aded out until
we found the answer. | believe 1t was Dl Shannon

The bigqest drawback to caving 1n Mew (lexico 15 coming pack to contral Texas
caves We walked by passages we would have ot awled In with glee at Lome and camped
next to acave systern we did not even qo into

By all neans go to Mew Mexico whenever the oppor tunity comes tt offers all kinds
of grear caving

“SPECIAUZ.ED” SPELEO-TECHNIQUE FOR GORMAN CREEK CREVICE
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We all regrouped 1in the Lake Room. They left for the
’ "C" survey and Metzner, Mooty and I descengded into the
Dungeon. Our intantion was te climb and survey a high lead
at the end of this 600 foot long mucdy lower level. The
CRUMP 'S CAVE SURVEY PROJECT crawlway leading to this pazszge, which is hizden in large
By Woodrow Thomas treakcown at tne boticm of the main trunk, usualily moves a
great deal of air, but that day it was still. This puzzled
(Edi s’ note Woocorow is not a Maverick Irotio mamner w2 until we <a2me to a2 deep lake wnere 2 20 fcot downclimo
Eut.he *Z 2n actlve caver, with lots of experierces, much of uzed to be. Tng passage orn was sumped. We trnen pressed on
2t in fentucky.  He now lives in Cooper, in s23% Texas. Some to the *“C" canyon and went downstream to chec« a promising
C: you unzzubtedly rememper the enterlaining anc =ducational iead from Dave Scott’s notles of the original survey through
RTCETaEm ACOCTOW  gave 2t a2 grotilo maetine  last faii.) tne area, put 1T, tcO, was uncer water
2 Srac/iztte’'s team had connected
Jate Decemper 1238 vey and fought tneir way ups
~ztaticn farren Co., K vt 100 feet).  We zaught up z2n
ferzocnne.: Mike Cagls, zage to start the “CX" surv
Shackierts e=cred a ciggazle cgnstrict
ich was moving air. The first
cer £ Erpadition te Crump’z Cave nag g en ieft tne cave We three co
Eriy  giart in late fNovemoer wnan Lavig o y ciggirg in the scoft mud, and
73T, lec an azvan c 1 vel canven.  After azout an he
T2am The arZ  were out  of tne':ave oy 8 PU The sur
g antire "“C" zanyon nhag reacheg 703 feet
2 on Friday, U December, we all ciept la pent the
22y Cleaning cur gear and tanding wo s resurned
©3 Ziizapethiown tnat cay Moot i czewzlirkec
tme uvala area (a largs colia i I Crump's
arz espesialiy cneckea  tre SLin nove  tne
terminal or ] th2 et Zaga. We
v an 23 Zi3 net & 12. nat ong with
¥ Qother Sha T i R la, Clsan-up
joi T2 3 nri e in B sreen vizited
wii of cavs 1 o 1o the Lozt Ri Svstenm
a {7 ne agt Sy rd Creg eturning
ave ¢S EJetddte! it tering i at 1030
1 toov ng neg tne YEns. fie
he mai o “ne Terminal ffecti voRAowWN n's Jid of
vy tner s, lagie and o] we muc flo the I foct
Mooty -ans Shasilette abcut 15 ang 45 T we orove
into a ame. N2 ing rec thr irst 2d tne way
were out cf he cave oy 1 EM , ict s} =r pzzzage
ana I vizited anc gnzticorannsg rtocoo ) ere nat
i frem Bowlinz Creen. This e nic rey in rain in
YATIiCW route fgr itne mal esurgsnce srecaz: s
& Jrainage pasin that Cr s z fast b
Juzad  with o Metzna r }Ev~§55
cund tne L’ ent t ST the o
LI3LAML O balch Aot ol z ve o
=22 af ared fe e PN
1ate ozt free ciz e vy o2t
elohd i n & crippy cem o] st to t
2 a N 0P fgor 20 feez 2
i2de with thne main trunk, wnile o] ccompid
z2ii  Zz2nyon equal distance ti o} zaverai
3} Trere wag a toairflow were un
2y thiz tip 3t tle, (Cagie and Y ral ndian mud gly
red tre ¢ I ceeded to 2 bedding crawl Q attempts
N haz zee r 40 feet 10 a const It
20 ouT o inte the main pacsae nd e ti remain to oe met, but until the water gogs
t connectic dn't survey. - down, progress 1= haited, and_unless new golng passage is
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CAVING CUISINE
From the kitchen of Dale Ellison

Skillet Sausage Meal : Bro

i _ _ W one pound of sausage in skillet
wlth one medium-sized onion, chopped fine. DPour off grease, and
add one cup of cooked rice, and one can of tomatoes. ’
Sseason with salt, pepper, and prepared mustard,

Cook slowly for about 30 minutes., GServes 2 - 3,




SCHEDULE AND INFORMATION

When: April 28-30
Where: Fredericksburg, Texas

DIRECTIONS
From the intersection of Crockett Street and Main Street
(HWY 290) in Predericksburg, head SOUTHEAST on Hwy 290
for =====-- 6 miles-=---- to Ranch Road 1376.
wwwawasai ook for the Boerne and Cain City turnoff signeweews
Turn on Ranch Road 1376 heading towards Cain City and Boerne and
go for ------ 4.75 miles----to the Luckenbach "drive-way"
*asnstesiook for the Lone Star Custom Building sign, the TSA
sxgn and a lov vater Crossing..i..i"t"'ii.'"l't'.ii"...

DAS PEST rutuanm

MILEAGES
AUSTIN-80
CORPUS CHRISTI-225
DALLAS~280
HOUSTON-229
LAREDO-222
LUBBOCK-327
SAN ANGELO-146
SAN ANTONIO-75
MIDLAND-278
EL PASO-505




