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QQDYright ¢ 1989, oy THE MAVERICK GROTTO
THE KAVERICK BULL 13 tne monthly newsletter of THE MAVERICK GROTTO, an interna.
crganization in tne National Speieclogical Society (NSS &-322).
Tne editors 1invite all cavers to submit articles, news, maps, cartoons, art, ano Chairman: Dale Fllison

snotograpns. If the material is to be returned, a self-adressed, stamped enveiope shou!iZ
accompany it Items snould oe of

.nternal organizations of tne National Speleclogical Society may reprint any item (unless
cepyrights belong to autnor as will be stated in byline) first appearing 1n THE MAVERICK
SULL, if proper credit :z gilven and a complete copy of the publication 15 gelivered tc
b time of publication. Other organizations shouic

ZUCHANGES:  THE MAVERICK GROTTO. will exchange newsletters with other grottos. Contact any

cificer.

COMPLIMENTARY NEWSLZTTERS: THE MAVERICK GROTTO will provide complimentary newsietters :s
Zersons or Qrganizations wno provice cave access (i.e. lancowners) or otnerwise provice

interest to cavers and be non-political in nature.

THI MAVERICK GROTTO adcress at the
zontact the grotto at the aocorees nerein.

1208 Dan Gould Rd.
Arlington, Texas 76017
(h) B17-473-04863

Vice-Chairman: Danny Sherrod
3 Caobb [rive
Joshua, Texas 76058
(h) B817-295-5167
(w) B17-295-6186

Treasurer: Teresa White
5424 Finian
North Richland Hills, TX 76180
(h) 817-281-5240

agsistance 10 cCavers. The Grotto will also provide tnree free 1ssues to persons
1nterested in oecoming memoers. Editor/ David & Shari Finfrock

: . . Secretary: 1974 Barron
VEAB b _POLICY: Any caver with interests, beliefs, and actions consistent with the Y Fort Worth, TX 76112
purposes of THE MAVERICK GROTTO and the National Speleological Society is eligible for (h) 817-451-3539
mempersnip. Acceplance of new mempers is pased on payment of cues and a mandatory three
1Tip requirement with at least three different grotto memoers. These tnree members snail VE RESCUT: Call Collect 512-686-0234
act as sponsors. At least one sponsor must attend tne meeting at which tne memoersnip '

vote is taken. A two-thirds majority vote of the mempers present will be required for

azceptance.

Y¥ZITINGS: Meetings are neld the second Tuesday of each month, at SMOKEY 'S RIBS, 5300 East
Lancaster, Fort Worth. It is a little less than one mile west of Loop 820 East and next
coor to a K Mart. The time is 7:00 P.M., and the food 1s geod.

July 7-9

July it

July 31-August 4
July 28

August 8
August 11-13
September 1
September 8-10
September 12
September ?
September 28
October 3-7

October 10
October 13-15

Monthly work trin to Colorado Bend State Park., Waeekend of
the second Saturday of each month.
Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip.
Maverick Grotto Meeting.

NSS Convention at Sewanee, Tenneasee.
Last day to submit material for the August newsletter.
Maverick Grotto Meeting.
Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip.

Last day to submit material for the September newsletter.
Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip.

Maverick Grotto Meeting.
Texas 0ld Timer ‘s Reunion.

Last day to submit material for the October newsletter.
National Cave Management Symposium, sponsored by TSA,
TPRWD, and ACMA. To be held in New Braunfels, Texas.
Maverick Grotto Meeting.

Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip.

ON_THE COY

Qur cover caver this month is Sherrie Richardson, on her
first cave trip, at River Styx. She is shown here emerging
from the 1963 entrance after five hours underground. I
guess gince this was her first caving experience, she didn‘t
kKnow that cavers are supposed to look dirty, slimy, and be-

draggled.
cheerful!

She had no right to look that fresh, clean, and
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LECHUGILLA CAVE UPDATE

On March 9, 1989 Senator Pete Domenici of New Mexico
introduced Senate Bill 558 to authorize a study on methods
to protect and interpret the internationally significgnt
Lechugilla Cave. The following is the text of that bill
taken from the Congressional Record:

S. 558

Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Represen-
tatives of the United States in Congress assembled, That

Section 1. This act shall be cited as the
“Lechuguilla Cave Study Act of 1989.”

Sec. 2. The Congress finds that,

(a) Although the existence of Lechuguilla Cave has
been known for over 75 years, recent explorations of
Lechuguilla Cave have provided amazing new informa-
tion about the cave that has captured the interest of
cave enthusiasts from around the world;

(b) Lechuguilla Cave is the longest deep cave in
the United States;

(c) Lechuguilla Cave, which is 1,501 feet deep, is
the second deepest cave in the United States;

(d) At over 21 miles in length, Lechuguiila is the
13th longest cave in the United States;

(e) Lechuguilla Cave is filled with awe-inspiring
gypsum deposits and formations, such as 15-mile-long
gypsum crystal “chandeliers,” delicate gypsum
“flowers,” gypsum threads as fine as angel’s hair, cave
pearls, gigantic “soda straws,” and billowy cloud for-
mations; :

(P the National Speleological Society has Gescribed
Lechuguilla Cave as possibly the finest cave in Amer-
ica; and

(8) The exploration of Lechuguilla Cave has
attracted international attention.

Sec. 3. (a) in recognition of the international
significance of Lechuguilla Cave at Carlsbad Caverns
National Park, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized
as directed to conduct a study of the most i
way to protect and interpret Lechuguilla Cave. The
study shall include but not be limited to an evaluation
of the feasibility of constructing facilities to provide
public access to the cave and an evaluation of the feasi-
bility of designating the cave as wilderness.

(c) The study shall be completed and transmitted
to the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs of the
United States House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of the United
States Senate within two years of the date on which
funds are appropriated for the study.

Sec. 4. There are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this Act.”’

A blg push is being made locally (in Carlisbad) to

encourage commercial development of the cave. Congress and

the National Park Service need to hear the other side of
this issue from cavers.

Be sure to send letters to your own Congres-
sional delegation and ask them to speak to Senator
Domenici. Letters to the National Park Service in Wash-
ington and Santa Fe, Manuel Lujan-Secretary of the
Interior-and other influential folks can’t hurt if you
have the energy to write lots of letters.

Please write your letters immediately! Our wild
caving future may well be at stake.

The addresses include:
Sen. Pete Domenici, R-NM Sen. Jeff Bingaman, D-NM
Room SD-434 502 Hart Senate Office Building
Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. Washington, D.C. 20510
Washington, DC 20510 (202) 224-5521
(202) 224-6621

Rep. Joe Skeen, R-NM Rep. Bill Richardson, R-NM
1007 Longworth House 332 Cannon House Office Bldg
Office Building  Washington, D.C. 20515

'Washirgton, D.C. 20515  (202) 225-6190

(202) 225-2365

The Hon. Manuel Lujan Jr. F. Dale Robertson, Chief
Secretary of the Interior ~ U.S. Park Service
Washington, D. C. P.O. Box 96090

Washington, D.C. 20090-6090

Mayor's Task Force: Lechuguilla Cave
Clty Hall
Carlsbad, N.M. 88220
'For added impact, please send copies of your
letters to:
Your two senators and your representative:

Hon. Hon.
Senate Office Building House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510  Washington, D.C. 20515

PLEASE HELP!

{aAvEA-OONS

GREAT MASK FRED, NExT TiME THEY
CoME DownN THE PASSAGE WE\l HAVE soy ;
FUN ¢/
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LONGHORN CAVERN CLEANUP PROJECT
by Butch Fralia

April 1-2, 1989, aoma aaventy-five cavera came from acrosa the
State <(one from aas far away as England) to participate in the
Longhorn Cleanup Project, and what can I say, it was a complete
succesas. As of this writing, cavers are still being recognized for
their efforts.

BDoug Allen, vice-chairman of the Texas Speleclogical Association
(TSA) organized the project with consulting servicea and appropriate
introductiona made by those already known by the Park Service for
their previoua involvement in Park Projecta. Unfortunately, the TSA
haan‘’t completely been recognized as an organization by TPWD, they
atill rely on contact and recommendations from people they are used
to working with and who have a proven performance record. Doug
hadn’t been involved in a project thia large nor had he been involved
with Park Projecta 8o he had to prove himself as a worthy peraon

capable of aassumimg the deaired taask. He accomplished this and set
about to organize one of the beat, moat succesaful one time projects
to date. Doug cannot receive enough honorable mention for the role

he played in this project.

The fun began around the campfire Friday night and laasted into
the wee hours of the morning. O0Old friends gathered to collect the
lateat newa, participate in the camaradarie, take part in the project
and even to party a little bit.

The real work began Saturday morning at the headquarters
building with five state archeologiate briefing cavers on what
constitutea an archeological artifact. Anything over fifty years old
or which apreared to be ovear fiftv vears old weould have te be chacked
out and poasibly left in place. Carl Ponebchek, just ashuddered and
hoped he waan‘’t included in that. Ronnie Waggoner, the park manager
and lessee aaid that having cavers present for the project waa the

anawer to a dream he’d had since the seventies. He had long wanted
to get the various mesaesa cleaned up but the resources juat weren’t
available. We were welcomed and advised we’d have tha cave all night

saturday night as reward for our effortse.

Groupas began to form and those wishing to work underground lined
up. It was a beautiful day to enjoy sun and nature, even if it did
involve cleaning out a sinkhole 8o yours truely decided since the
cave would be available all night, he would remain topaide. Ah but

thia wag not to be, Doug Allen approached and requeated an
underground apparence. Something about needing an older person
underground. He could have said a more experience person was needed

or a seasoned caver, but no.... we had to have an older peraon in the
cave.

Soon it waa all organized and the different groups headed for
their asaigned taska. The older person, Don Denton, an Arab medical
atudent named Shariff, escorted by a park amployee/tour guide aoon
found themselves under ground. Quite near the main room in the cave
where the apeak easy once resided, the indian councila were once held
and where more hiatorical eaventa than ever recorded took place was
the aight of their part of the project. A high fissure was the home
of civil defenase rationa placed there in nineteen sixty-two. Having
been a high achool student during the Cuban criais and looking out
the claasa room window over stacked sand bags, made it eaaier to

e ¥
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appreciate the presence of these articles, it was a crazy era.
Survival crackera and carbohydrate asupplimente, over a hundred cans
of them, large cana weighing on the order of forty pounds apiace.
The older person and Don climbed and began handing cana down to
Shariff who asaisted by the able tour guide began preparing them to
be hoisted to the aurface. A team was formed on the aurface to
manually haul the cana up via rope. Who saya college atudenta don’t
work, theae Univeraity of Texas (UT Grotto) people aaasisted by
“"older'” cavers hauled all day. Over a hundred trips down into the
cave with the rope and back up with a can of crackera or
carbohydrates.

This project lasted a time ‘til auddenly all the cana and rotten
cardboard boxesa ware out of the fissure waiting transportation to the
aurface. Shariff and the tour guide were busy tying theae on the
rope. During thia whole period, toura were coming by and
explanationa were made about the Civil Defenae Rationa but not about
the atrange people atanding around wearing kneepads, hardhats and
carbide lampa. There was much ataring on both aidea. Don decided he
wasn’‘’t needed to tie cana to the rope so he took the opportunity to
check out saome of the area aide passagea (moatly crawlwaya) for
“"garbage." The older person astarted hearing some touriat ainging the
Marlboro song and decided to asee what was happening on the aurface.
He was curiouas about where the ration cans were being hauled up fronm.

The maintenence accesa waa located about the time a large dump
truck, alightly overloaded with trssh came fronmn somewhere farther
back on the property. This indeed waa to be a succesaful day if a
truck that large was loaded already. The truck headed for the dump,
one of aix trips it would make that day. .

Those pulling the ration cana out of the cave, had stopped long
enough to open a can of crackera and a can of carbohydrate
subastitute. Believe it or not but sfter twenty-asix years in the
cave, they were still good. The crackars weren’t much (but then they
never were)> but the carbohydrate subastitute turned out to be quite
edible candy. Hard lemon dropa, and various other flavoras were
aampled and auddenly the rush was on, theae delicacies had to be
saved and everyone was sacrambling for their own can to carry home.
The candy will probably be eaten but all those crackera? White
elephant gifts at this years christmas parties will be expecially
interesting. In a few more years they’ll be antique asurvival
rationsa.

Back into the cave with Doug Allen, leaving those on the aurface
to their noble efforta. The dynamic duo was immediately accoataed by
a tourist lady who wanted an explanation of why the rationa and
garbage were being removed. She complained that saince they weren’t
in aight, they couldn’t hurt anything. A quick explanation of the of
the karst relationahip to the water table quited her, she exclaimed
"you mean these holeas have some use for something elae beaidesa to
walk around it?* While ahe was think this over, the cavers excaped
leaving her to be tended by her frustrated tour guide. The tour
guidea later reported she upset the wholae tour complaining about the
cleanup. The only thing we could figure to explain her attitude was
perhaps she thought the state was paying good money for our services
when they could have been doing something more useful with it like
building prisona.
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Destination: Colorsdo Bend State Park
Trip Dste: March 10-12, 1989

Reported by: Butch Fralis
Kei1th Heuee

Trip Lesder: Butch Fralis

Personnei: Bruce Anderson Donne Anderson Velma Besll
Cethy Berkeley Steve Brocker Pasge Calloway
Rob Donailg Butch Fralis Jennifer Fralig
Tarry Frae Cleo Garcis Ksith Heuss
Terry Holainger Lee Beth Loonay David Milhoti{n
Hark Porter Pam Porter Andrew Roe
Phillip Roe Gene Seseom Danny Sherrod

Quinta wilkinaon

The wsather was beautiful for a change and 22 cavaers arrivad for
the March work trip rssdy for moet snything as long as they could
anjoy the sun. The achedule this weekend called for the “Msde in
Texaa™ video team to tape csving activities.

Keith Hsuaa met Cleo Garcia, program producer, and Rob Donald at
Park headquartere in Austin aaturday morning. Thay left around
10:30 A.M. Thay caravaned to Colorado Band Stats Park by way of
Lampaaae. Keith epent the remainder of friday giving the video
crew s tour of the opark. In addition to the cave relatad
activities, they took a quick look st Spicewood Creek and the
river front arsa. Friday avening the video crew went back to
Lampasas for the night.

The morning began with a number of people waiting for the video
team. while they were waiting, Park Superintendent, Jssse Tarin,
arrived with Rob Dennison and Larry(?), aaking for directions to
Lsmon’'s Ranch Cave (SAB 73), Rob and Larry, were present to
check out varioue aituations for a propoaed cave rsscue seminar
to be held for TPWD personnel. Butch, Keith, Quinta, s Terry
H., eet out to anow them the way. After locating the cave and a
brief conauitation, they returned to camp to learn the video crew
had arrived and left, seying they'd meet the “subjecta” at
Horseehoe Chimney (SAB 182).

Mark and Pam Porter, Gene Sesaoms and Danny Sherrod, lsft for a
ridgewelking expedition to locate Danny's infamous "Carlabad
Connection.” They parked at Superintendent Tarin’'s house and
walked directly eaat on top of tha ridge line. Approximately 7%
the houses a small fissure waa cbaervad.
the GNTrINce wouls iikely rasu:it in = Sewl)? Cave.

They continued east until reaching the end of the hill where &
bluff dropped of to tha sast. Thsy then proceeded north whers
amal)l fiseures we locstad but 811 were too aemali to

t Continueing north along s emall trsil, they found sev ]
wore fissurea which they entered. One was fairly large and daep.

Thasee caves had very good flow stone and draperies without
Jsmage. These are some of the best formations to be found on the
parw. Due to tne vary good sirflow and la number of fissures
in the area, it could be poseible to locats a large cave 1in the
area.

Bruce and Donne Anderson, Steve Brocker, Butch and Jennifar
Fralie, Kaith Heuea, Terry Holsinger, Lee Beth Looney, Andrew and
Phil1ip Roe, and Quinta Wilkinaon, met Cleo Garcie and Rob Deoneld
at HMorseshoe Chimney to tape the cave cleanup. Superintandent
Tarin had located the park traeh truck nsar the cave to collact
the tresh. Wwith all being set, Cleo and Rob tock some srsa shote
while the cavers rigoed the ci for vertical deacent. Ropes
were rigged for climbing aa well ae hauling five gallon bucketa
of garbage from the cave.

Donna Aniiwreon deecended first socon followed by Keith and Butch,
The deecsnts were drug out for the 23' pit for benefit of the
camera. Cleo lowered hereslf and the camera into the cave to
view cavere on the way down. Several buckets of tresh were
losdet for the benefit of the camers agsin back on the asurfece
then Clao, the Camera and lighting equipment were lowerad to tha
bottom of the pit. VvVarious acenea and intarviewe w shot in
the cave with 200 gallone of garbaga, thrse large tirae and a
1oad of wood removed from the cave.

Donna was working 1in the down stream arsa of the cava removing
trash bage and a truck tire which block paseage. Under the
obeervation of the camera, sha cleared the obetruction and wae
able to drop down into the paseage which immediately turadd into
bedding pilane crawl about 10 feet wids. The passage extended for
about thirty feet befors being Dblocked again Dby trash_ bags.
These begs ere wedged in an arsa whsre 1t may be nsarly
imposeibls to work at removing them. This is unfortunats because
in addition having potential pessege clossd off, this passege ie
in s main water ) srea of the csve. The trash cartainly must
contribute to the local water guality problems.

Aftsr s grsat deal of‘'the dsy, a number of bsttasriee and video
tapes had besan expended. the arducus tsek of axtricating peocple
and equipment from the cave began. On the aurface intarviews
with Terry, Keith and Butch finighed off the afternoon. The!
waen't a great deal eccomplished st the cleanup site other then
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video taping but the time lost should be grestly made up for by
the public educetion effort, All {n 811, it was time well spent.

While the surfsce interviewe ware be1ng held, Andrew, Bruce,
Donna and Phillip were joined by Mark Porter who'd returned from
the ridge walk for s guick exploration forsy into Gorman Creek
Crevice. They explored the entrence sres where there sre several
emall lesde which 4'10” Donna may be the only one who can push to
any extent,

Ouring ths avening st perhsps 11:30 P.M. Veims Bssll, Cathy
Barksley, Page Csllowsy, Terry Fres, Tarry Holsinger, and Davs
M{ilhollin decided for trip to Lemon's Ranch Cave to attempt
exploration of verious lesds reportad to remain thara. Some of
thase psople had srrived during the day ang not made contsct with
othsr cavars until lster in ths sfternoon. They orgsnized thia
trip in an attemot to catch up with the others. .On thie trip
they went to the infamous drop at the back of Lamon's whera tha
lsade ars supposed to be and attamptsd entry by various methods.
None of the laads produced sny psssage of notae. Thay spsnt about
three hours in this andeavor.

Sunday Morning snd oncs again 1t was ahow time. Butch, Kxaith,
Terry and Quinta staged en overlsnd survey from a bsnchmark
established near ths caver’'s campsits to s o1t called Road's End
Sink. This cave 1s somewhat in the ares of Blue Ribbon Pit (SaB
184) and has never been entsred be e of cactus growing in ths
sntrance. It will 1likely be @ shailow D1t without much in the
way of horizontal extent. The original intent wag to survey to
Oova Cavs which was slightly farther but 17 the intereet of time,
they cut the survey short. The Video Crew was achedulad to taps
Gorman Cave and Superintendant Tarin was waiting to take tham
thers (on hie day off).

Oonna Anderson, Genes Sesaome and Danny Sherrod tsamed up to
explors SAB 211 which they didn't rsalize nad been fully sxslored
but not surveyed the month befors. In the process of exploring
thie cave, they located the infamoue missing “Danny's Carlsbad
Connection.” It's located approximately 100 feet from SAB 211.
It has & large horizontal entrance which anters into s large
room. The room dropa down into & crewl which is quickly choked
off with dirt. The crawlway waa heaced generically in ths
direction of SAB 211 which has a long crawl lsading in ths
direciion of =his cave which elso chokes off. Perhups later
surveys will 1ndicate theae caves could be connected by a amall
amount of digging.

The remaining cavere not mentioned above apent the day ridgs
walking and exploring various pite in the area.

Sunday Keith had the opportunity to take Jeese to two cavas near
hie houss. Big Bad Air Hole and Little Bad Air Hole ars located
in a ehallow draw just north of Jesse's houae. Keith climbed
down to the firet lavel 1in Big Bad Air. This level is ladge
sbout 7 feet below the surfs A tres growe from this level and

i 1 snd nearly fillg the entrancs of
the cave. The pit leading to the lower jevel of the cave was
full of weter to within asbout 8 feet of the level Keith was
standing. The water wae not flowing.

— & aveteens
Pk

NOIl T wWANT TO
CHEek THAT LEAD

S1AMESE - CAVERS




EROM_THE EDITORS

The editors of the Maverick Bull were on vacation in
June and missed the last meeting. Butch Fralia graciously
congented to fill in as secretary, but as of this writing we
haven’t received the completed minutes for publication. So
plan on minutes for both the June and July meetings next
month.

While en route to Yellowstone last month, the editors
made a 3stop in the Black Hills of South Dakota. We had
planned to take the once-a-day spelunking tour of ¥ind Cave.
It's an off-trail tour complete with hard hats and carbide
lights, but unfortunately, we discovered that it was limited
to "those 14 and over. OQur ten-year-old son Ryan was really
indignant. He had really looked forward to some real caving
after his first caving trip to Turner Falls last month. As
it was, we had to settle for the ordinary commercial tour.

Speaking of Wind Cave: watch next month for a special
article by Yoodrow Thomas on wind and air flow in caves. It
arrived too late for publication this month. But we may
Just about devote all of next month’s issue to it.

’ v
By Woodrow Thomas

There has been no new survey added to Crump's Cave since
the December trips. The heavy rains during the firat part
of this year caused unusually high water levels in the cave.
Long sections of normally dry trunk passage were inundated.
Flowing water was heard in other areas beneath breakdown
rooms, indicating previously unknown water routes.

Several excursions into the cave have taken place during
the past few months. These included a "sight-seeing" trip
by a visiting grotto and a cleanup/photo trip by local
cavers. The owner maintains his request that all visits be
go-ordineted through the Green River Grotto in Bowling
reen.

David Doyle reports that an 1803 date with legible names

- has been discovered in the area of the cave with historic

graffiti. This predates the oldest signatures found there
S0 far, and if confirmed will be older than any in Mammoth
Cave. He intends to research the county records for
verificatiop.

Also, David Doyle and Jim Smith have begun a technical
climb up a 40 foot high vertical shaft with what appears to
be going passage at the top. They climbed 20 feet on their
first trip end efforts continue.

An updated map of Crump’s Cave is forthcoming.

NSS CONVENTION

The annual convention

the National Speleological

Society takes place in Sewannee, Tennessee from 31 July to

4 August. It’s a long drive,
place to crash along the way,

and if you’'re looking for a
Joe Giddens has offerred his

four and a half acres as a campsite for any grotto members.
It’s located just off I-30 in Camden, ArKansas, about a five

hour drive from the metroplex.

574-1133 or write to P.O.

Also there will be an

Caverns,

and from 25-6 August. More

newsletter.

Box 891,
NSS Fleld Camp at Cumberland
before and after tie convention, frcm 24-27 July,
information elsewhere in the

Contact Joe at (501>
Camden AR 71701.



