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THE MAVERICK BILL is the monthly newsletter of THE MAVERICK GROTTQ, an internal
organization in the National Speleclogical Society (NSS 6-322).

The editors invite all cavers to submit articles, news, maps, cartoons, art, and Chairman: Dale Ellison
photographs. . If the material i3 to be returned, a self-adressed, stamped envelope should 1208 Dan Gould Rd.
a it. Items should b f int tt nd b -political {1 ture.
ccompany e shou e 0 interes O cavers a € non-po n na Arlington, Texas 7&17
Internal organizations of the National Speleological Society may reprint any item (unless B817-473-0463
copyrights belong to author as will be stated in byline) firat appearing in THE MAYERICK
BILL, 1f proper credit is given and a complete copy of the publication is delivered to Vice-Chairman: Bruce Anderson
THE MAVERICK GROTTO address at the time of publication. Other organizations should 504 Kimbrough
contact the grotto at the address herein.
& Fort Worth, Texas 76108
EXCHANGES: THE MAVERICK GROTTO, will exchange newsletters with other grottos. Contact any 817-246-6313
officer.
Treasurer: Teresa White

COMPL IMENTARY NEWSLETTERS: THE MAVERICK GROTTO will provide complimentary newsletters to
persons or organizations who provide cave acceas (i.e. landowners) or otherwise provide
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assistance to cavers. The Grotto will also provide three free issues to persons North Richland Hills, TX 76180
interested in becoming members. B17-281-6240

MEMBERSHIP POLICY: Any caver with interests, beliefs, and actiona congistent with the X c . .

purposes of THE MAVERICK GROTTO and the National Speleological Society i3 eligibie for Editor/ David & Shari Finfrock
membership. Acceptance of new members i{s based on payment of dues and a mandatory three Secretary: 1974 Barron

trip requirement with at least three different grotto members. These three members shall Fort North, X 76112

act as sponsors. At least one spongor must attend the meeting at which the membership 817-451-3539

vote is taKen. A two-thirds majority vote of the members present will be required for

acceptance.

MEETINGS: Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month, at SMOKEY’S RIBS, 5300 East

CAVE RESCUE: Call Collect 512-686-0234

Lancaster, Fort Worth. It is a little less than one mile weat of Loop 820 East and next
door to a K Mart. The time is 7:00 P.M., and the food i3 good.

Ongoing

January 9
January 12-14

February 9-11
February 13
March 9-11
March 13
April 10
April 13-15

CALENDAR

Monthly work trip to Colorado Bend State Park.
Weekend of the second Saturday of each month.
Maverick Grotto Meeting

Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip --- at site
across the Colorado River for the first time
Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip

Maverick Grotto Meeting ‘

Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip

Maverick Grotto Meeting

Maverick Grotto Meeting

Colorado Bend State Park Work Trip

ON THE COVER

Qur Cover Caver this month is George Crosby,
our Louisiana member of the Maverick Grotto. In
the cover photo by Donna Anderson, he is shown
emerging from a squeeze in Endless Cave on
McKittrick Hill in New Mexico.
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FROM THE EDITOR

There were no minutes from the December 1989
meeting, because there was no meeting, as such.
Instead, the Maverick Grotto held 1its annual
Christmas bash, hosted by Danny and Jane Sherrod.
Unfortunately, the Editors could not make it to
the party, and no one who was there took the time
to send 1in & report on the goings-on there. (Or
maybe no one could remember what went ont)

¥When you come to the January meeting, remember
to bring your $10 for 1990 dues. If you can’t
make it in person, send your check, payable to The
Maverick Grotto, to our Treasurer Terega White.
Her address 1is listed in the masthead on page 2.
Warning..... 1f you're not paid up by March, you
will be dropped from membership.

(Editor’s note: The following article is a trip

report written by Donna Anderson’s seven-year-old
niece, Meta Huzarevich. She was enthused by her
first caving trip to River Styx, and wrote this
report for her elementary school class. It is
reprinted verbatim, as Meta herself wrote it.)

It is fun to go caving. When we got in at the
first we had to crawl a little ways. We had to
duck because there were bunches of bats. After a
little more crawling we got to the Junction room.
When we got at the Junction room we stoped to rest
from crawling. Then we astarted sgain. " We took
the longest way. We saw holes in the walls they
are called windows instead of holes. We went on
then we came to a rocky place. We stoped to rest
again. My cosin Andrew found a hole it circled
around and you came back to the hole. We went
throegh that too. Then we went to look for my
friend Dale because he want to see if some of the
catfish were 3still "there from the flud the fish
were in the pudle still. Finally we found Dale at
the pudle. He was looking at a catfish. We had
to walk in some mud some of us sliped and got our
hands mudy too. We walk some more, we came to the
river entrence we stoped to warsh our hands. Dale
left again so we went to find him. We had to
crawl some more we went to the 2nd bat room but he
was not there then we went to the first bat room.
But he was not there either. We past the 2nd bat
room and after we past it we saw Dale. I asked
where he had been, he was sleeping in the race car
room he said. Then we started to go, we went back
the way we came in. It was fun. And we got some
rocks too.

By Meta V. Kuzarevich

(Editor’s note: Meta's Aunt Donna pointed out
that the rocks she picked up were gathered outside
of the cave. Since the River Styx trip, Meta has
also gone to Gorman Cave in Colorado Bend State
Park. We hope she will continue to write trip
reports for us.)
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A CAVE REMEMBERED
By Jimmy Thomas

Destination: River Styx Cave; King County, Texas
Date: November 25, 1989

Personnel: Bruce & Donna Anderson, Dale Ellison,
Andrew Roe, Meta Huzarevich, Gene Regen, Pat &
Jimmy Thomas

The day trip to River Styx started from different
Farts of the metroplex earil?' Saturday morning and was
inally united at the Green Frog Restaurant in Jackshoro.
From there we headed westward to the home of Mrs.
Bateman, the owner of River Styx, to inform her of our
interest in visiting the cave. Most of the locals have
never heard of the name River Styx, but only know of the
cave as the Bateman Cave.

This would be my first trip back to River Styx
after 20 years. As a high school student from the area,
my first trip to the cave was one of the most exciting
times of my youth, I had little information about the
cave on my first visit and I was more than a little scared.
but the excitement of an adventure overcome the fear. I
wondered if the cave would be the same as I had
remembered, little changes in this part of Texas.

Before going to the entrance, we enjoyed a
spectacular view over looking the Wichita River and
surrqundmghlandscape of the county. King county is
mostly ranch country and one of the least” populated
counties in the state. After the sightseeing, we were
finally down to some seriqus caving. Dale lead the way
to the 1963 entrance and_soon we were preparing to
enter. This would be the first experience in a wild cave
for a couple of the party members.

Soon into the cave, we discovered a larEe
population of Mexican Freetail bats through out the
cave. Care was a must to move through the crawl ways
without dgslurbmi our resting bat friends, as we are
merrily visitors in their world and home.

The cave was much the same as before my 20 year
absence. Unfortunately, some of the locals were still
leaving their mark on Yf\e cave walls with spray paint.
When Indians painted on cave walls its art, but ‘now its
only vandalism and graffiti. What a different a few
hundred years make. Maybe with cave education
someday the caves will be respected for their natural
beauty and left for only mother nature to leave her mark.

River Styx was of interest to me for another
reason. 1 was writing a paper on dolomite and its
development is classic at River Styx. Dolomite is simpl
limestone which has been altered and the presence o

sum enhances this process. Dolomite and gypsum
?re found through out the cave area in alternating
ayers.

We explored most of the dry passages of the cave
and left the wet passages for another day (a warm day),
as River Styx has some of the states coldest water
assages. Afterwards we enjoyed a warm meal at the
anch House restaurant near the cave and then began
our journey back home.
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(Editor’s note: The followi

ng trip report
written by Maverick Grotto caver DonpDenggn. '::
;s also & member of the North Texas Speleological
ociety, based in Wichita Falls. The article is

reprinted from the December 1989 issue of
newsletter, the Caver’s Echo. ) the NTSS
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. TR1F REFURT: M
A LAVING IN GHREAT BRITAIN .
. by Don Lenton *

CPVPV PP 0900000008002 050000200 00005000

Date: Navember 3 - 13.

vaves: Swildon’s, Gb, Ogof Fflynnon Ddu,
rowell’'s, ban-Yr-ugot, Meregill and
Gappinggill,

Fersonnelit Don Denton, Russell Hill, Jay
Jordan, Danny Sherrod. British sponsors:
Alan Pritchard and the bBristol Haoes
Caving Club,

Frigay morning, November I, our group
tinally arrived at Heathroe 1n London
where we were met by two Hades Caving Club
members: Arthur Venning and Geoff Beal.
Alan Pritchard (who organized our tour)
instructed them to keep us awake and bring
us to Bristol where a caving trip had been
planneg for that day to help us beat jet
lag. On the way, we stopped for lunch,
then stopped in at a pub for a few pints,
That afternoon we arrived at Alan’s house
in Bristol, we unloaded our luggage, go
out our wetsuits ano caving ge=-, .nT"
headed to nearby Swildon's Cave. The Men-
oip karst region, where Swildon’s is lo-
cated, 15 anglea at 45 degrees, which
eliminates most vertical pitches since the
water flows down the plane. In Yorkshire
the limestone 183 almost horizontal;, we
most caves are vertical. South Wales karst
is at 12 degrees, so these caves have some
vertical areas and are very deep. Swil-
don’s had some +fairly light weight trav-
erses and a 20 ft. cable ladder pitch gown
a very wet watertall. Beyond the waterfall
the cave sumps out., At the sump, we each
held our breath and pulled ourselves
through four or six teet using a permanent
tixed rope. '

tarlier at the pub, beott toid us how he
had gotten tangled in the rope the last
time he dig this cave. lt seems 1t had
wrappeg arouna higs helmet light, and he
hao to take ott his helmet to get out ot
the sump, | mage sure the rope was good
and tight when | went through. kExiting the
cave tour hours later, we changed into
some dry clothes (in the middle ot town
next to the road) and heagded to the pub
tor dainner and to get trashed.
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Saturday morning, we wers up eariy and
oftf to GB cave with Hades caver Jonathan
{Grubb) and John Frost (Frosty). At 0GB
(another Mendip cave) we tried out our new
caving outtits purchased that morning. We
wore Furry Suits f(a thick long-john that
dries quickly, with padded elbows and
knees) under a watgrproof oversuit. These
are popular with cavers ana sailors in
Europe., | tound this outfit much more com-
tortable than my wetsuit,

GB is located near Charterhouse and re-
quires a permit from the Charterhouse Cav-
ing Committee. Over the entrance to BB is
a blockhouse (a cement shed) with a heavy
iron door that 18 locked. A sign inside
the blockhouse reads

NO CARBIDE
NU NOVICES,

Once 1nsi10e, we climbeo down a series ot
lasoers ano tollowes a winoing stream pas-
sage that lead to a large chamber passage.
We followed the stream down through this
chamber until we arrived at a tight semi-
dry squeeze, bLrubb ano Danny stayed behind
as the rest ot us wiggled through., From
here, we chimneyed up to another large
chamber, then climbed up 1nto another
large room that was highly decorated with
tormations. On our way back, Russell Hill
discovereo that ©OGrubb had +illed in the
squeeze passage with rocks., We spent some
time digging our way out. That evening, we
went to a curry ang fireworks party out in
the country near Lhepstow, Here we met
quite a few of the Hades members, hao a
bontire, played indoor cricket, and got
trashed,

Sunday morning, we lett +or Fen-Y-Cae,
located 1n the Swansea valley in South
Wales. From Fen-Y-Cas, we tollowed a small
road up a hill (dooging gravel trucks
called lorries) to Penwyllt and the South
Wales Laving Llub headquarters (SWCC). We
stayed at the club heagquarters until
Wedanesday, the club has dormitories tor
men, women and married couples, showers,
kitchen and a drying room tor our caving
gear., Uutside i1s & rope ano cable ladoer
to practice on. Sunday atternoon Jay and 1
joinea Alan, Matt and trosty on a through
trip 1n Ogot FFlynnon Ddu (UFD), which is

pronounced Oggov Funnen Thaa or something
like that. OFD is the deepest cave in Bri-
tain (1010 ft.), ang ranks among the_}ong—
est in the worla (121,686 tt.). The -cave
is dividea into four sections: OFDl, OFDZ2,
LWN DwWR, and OFD3. We entered 0FD2, the
top entrance, ang +followed winding sandy
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passage to bnome passage. Gnome is a large
passage with many small stalagmites. The
route was marked with flagging tape to

avoid impact. From here we climbed down a
boulcer choke to a tixed rope., Before des-
cending | lett the group to go see a large
tormation called the Judge. Beyond the
rope, we tollowed narrow winding stream
passage with a cei1ling Hheight of 140 ft,
gown to a tixed ladger. At the bottom of
the ladder we made a pretty hairy climb
down to the main stream passage which was
two feet above normal level. The streamway
1s 10,000 ft. long and ends at Top Water-
tall, Fast the watertall before the sump,
we climbed up into the Great Uxbow (I
think that’s what it was called) to go
around the sump., Jay and I were glad to
get into some dry passage; several hours
in 350 degree water makes your toes numb
even with neoprene socks. The dry passage
was the usual crawling, climbing and tra-
versing; crawling, mostly. Jay and 1 were
glad to get back into streanm passage be-
cause we were burning up in our furry
suits. Back in the stream and QFD1l, we
followed main stream passage for about
2,000 tt. At one point we came to the
"Slalom," where we sat down in the ice
cold water and rode down the tlume, bank-
1ng high on corners due to the high volume
ot water that day. This was so much +fun,
Jay and | went back to do it again., Our
trip lasted eight hours,

Un the way back uphill to the SWCC head-
guarters, Matt and I did another small
system called Fowell’s Cave. It took us
about titteen minutes to go through. The
Cave ran vertically between the roads that
switch back. That night we went to a pub
called the HAncient Britain Inn where we
hag ainner, got trashed, entertained the
girls behind the bar and talked the owner
1nto making us breakfast on Tuesday morn-
ing. :

Monday merning, hungover and happy (Linda
the bartender gave me her name and ad-
aress), we all lett for Dan-Yr-Ogof Cave.
DYU is on the western side of the Swansea
Valley. My cavers’ gquide book CAVES OF
SOUTH WALES described this cave as one of
the major Welsh sytems, providing a sport-
1ng trip with many interesting formations.,
the first part of the cave is commercial,
or show cave, with cement paths and steps.
We were permitteg to enter, but were ag-
vised by the manager to proceed with cau-
tion because the morning rains had not
reached the cave’s lakes yet. At the lake,
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we wimpy Americans yelped andg cried out 1n
the very cold water. Halfway across the
lake it was sumped, so [ swam back to
shallow water very quickly. Hack at the
SWLC headquarters we lett the mandatory
notice ot our trip back to UFD1. Later
that evening, we exited the cave, visited
with the landowners who invited us in tor
some tea, went back to the SWCC to shaower
and change. We went back to Fen-vy-Lae and
the Ancient Bbritain Inn to eat ang get
trashed. Later that nmight, drunk ano hap-
Pyy we found a note lett for us that
chewed us out for not removing our notice,
With the notice still on the board, it
lookeo 3% though we mignt be in trouble in
the cave. Fortunately, a rescue was not
organized (they +found our gear 1in the
drying room), and Alan made a tew calls to
smooth things our for us.

Tuesday morning 1 was sore, tireod and
hungover bag. Putting on my wetsuit for
DY0 was guite a chore. The water in the
lake had dropped a toot and a halt and was
passable at the area sumped the day
betore. This time only Alan, Jay and I
went and once again were advised that the
early morning rains would reach the cavs
in tour to six hours, From the lake, we
chimneyed up into a higher section that
had semi-easy passage. This led to the
dreaded 600 ft. crawl where we spent half
an hour squeezing through and over stony
calcite floors. At the end of the crawl,
we climbed down into a slippery hole that
ended 20 +t, over a large chamber. Here we
got on a permanent +ixed cable ladgager
which was & b1t tricky., Next we came ¢to
the Crystal Pool. We traversed around the
pool on tixed handlines and proceeded to
Flabbergasm Oxbow, Here we observed somg
soda straw columns measuring ten feet
floor to ce1ling. Rlan saio DYU hao sonme
that were nearly +ifteen feet, From here
we climbed up to the Green Canal, a fitty
meter swim that seemeo to take forever,
This lea to the Camel’s Back, a aitticult,
steep, narrow slot which we had to chim-
ney. Over the Camel’s Back we went down
the abyss, nicknamea the Elephant’s Ass-
hole, which was +airly easy. Un the way
out, tour hours later, we were happy to
se@ that the water level haa dropped +tour
inches. +ooag drops with whiskey are in the
cave, should a party get trapped. That
evening, ainner and pints (20 oz.) at the
Uld British Inn, a tradition 1 wish our
club would start.
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Neognesday, we traveled +rom South Wales
back to bristol, where we were 1ntroduced
to more Hades members (Hades has ovar 300
members). Several pints later, we were ott
to Yaorkshire, Weanesday and Thursoay
nights we stayed in a trailor park, or
caravany Friday angd Saturdgay we slept in
tents because the owner ot the caravan
kicked us out, It seems cavers tend to get
pretty wildg on the weekends. Hades mamber
Mike Chappel (a FHD) boasts of how he
threw Grugg on the table in one ot the
tratlors and had to make a new table top
for Ms, Molley, the owner. We pleaded with
Ms. Molley to let us stay, but the old
Ehzxs! saia NO.

Thursday morning, FRussell anga 1 joined
Matt Ward and Frosty on a caving trip to
Meregill Drop, a six pitch system. Mere-
gill’s normal entrance was tlooded so we
used the alternate, less cesirable crawl
entrance i1n cold water with a nasty right
angle to boot, At the eng ot the crawl is
a 40 tt, pirtch which you chimney out onto,
then rig into the rope. Ten feet down was
a re-belay bolt which required an easy
changeover then down to a high-volume tor-
rential stream passage waist ceep. Lommun-
ication was almost impossidble due to the
roar ot the watertalls, so we used a whis-
tle to alert the next caver rappelling
that you were ottt the rope. We +tollowed
meangering passage to the next 100 +¢t,
pitch which requireg a traverse up and
over the watertall, R belay rope was bolt-
ed into the wall so that we could hook our
cow’s tails in (webbing connectea to our
seat harness with a carabiner on the other
ena),

The next pitch, 11Uy +{t,, was similar in
the traverse, but aroppea down onto a
iecge where the water was hitting. We
traversed across the ledqge 1i1n the spray
without a belay, hookea back 1nto the
rope, and dropped down 1ntD a deep, cold
pool, lhe tourth pitch, 3V +tt., lett us
very wet and colg oue to the high water,

We didn’t have enough rope for the sixth
pitch, wo we began the climb up and out,
Our rope walking system is very dgsforont
trom the popular European frog systém, On
vertical change-overs going up, it’'s quite
easy with the frog system that —~mrnkg
easily. Russell and | found it difficult
{a royal pain in the butt) to unhook our
Gbibbs and re-attach them up over a bgolt on
the rope from a dead hang while water was
pounding on us. Russell was out first,
then me, followed by Frosty and Matt. The
trip lasted eight houre with an additional
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two hour hike in the rain and sleet, We
were so late getting back to the pud

(Mason’s) that we only had time for bread
and soup - and only two pints!

Saturday was a day of rest: we did some
sight seeing, went pub crawling (bar
hopping), and got trasheo big time.

Sungay morning, I woke up in a white room
on a bea, not 1n a tent! My first thought
was that it was a hospital unti]l I saw
beott asleep in the beg across from me.
Downstairs | discovered it was a pub and [
owed the owner eleven pounds for bed and
breaktast., Breakfast was interesting, as |
listened to Geoff and Arthur roar about
all the beer and double shots of Uld Bush-
mills they feg be the night before., After
breaktast, Russell and [ joined Mike
Chappel and his two brothers for a trip to
bapping bGill., The two hour hike up the
hill clearsd my head some. We walked past
the entrance we were using to look at the
large stream pouring into the hole. Back
at the entrance, we rigged a fifty foot
cable ladder which we each descended
followea by a 120 +t, rappel. Another half
hour ot hands ang knees crawl led to a
large chamber ang the most spectacular
site ['ve seen caving, a 363 ft. water-
fall, dropping free (not running down a
wall) from a hole in the ceiling while the
sun was overhead. This was the perfect
finale for our ten day caving trip/drunk.
that evening, back in Bristol, several of
the Hades members who had caved with us
the previous week, met us at a pub to
toast us ott, We closed the pub, then went
to a restaurant down the street ror wine
and pizza. At 6100 a.m., we were on & bus
to the airport. The airport was closea for
S hours due to fog. However, we were lucky
to catch a connecting flight home at
xennedy. ARfter 27 hours ot sleep, | was
back in Fetrolia ang back at the office
Tuesoay morning. the only drawback to the
trip was the jetlag I suffered later.

CAVING
Tx W
~OK-AR-MO~
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The following is a release form for use by Maverick Grotto cavers.
You may want to photocopy this page for future use on caving trips.

THE MAVERICK GROTTO

RELEASE AND WAIVER FOR CAVING

COUNTY/STATE: ’

DATE SUBMITTED: ’

In consideration of the granting of permission to the following Caver:

(herein called "subject’')

to enter upon Premises known as:

and owned or controlled by: ’

for the purpose of exploring underground holes, caves, crevices and
passageways, the undersigned do hereby release the owner of said
premises, and the lessee or other person having control of the sanme,
from any and all losses and damages which may occur to the person or
or property of subject while engaged in such exploration. The under-
signed acknowledge that such exploration may be‘inharently dangerous,
and it is their intention by this release to waive any claims which
they may have, to assume all risks, known and unknown, which may arise
from such exploration, and to hold harmless from the same the land

owner and lessees or others having control of the premises with the

land owner’s consent.

(Subject or Guardian)
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CAVING
T, A\l
X-oK-aAp-Mm0-%

REMEMBER TO BRING $10 FOR 1990 DUES TO THE JANUARY MEETING !!!! -




