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 Maverick Grotto Information  
 
  Copyright 2007 The Maverick Grotto. 
 
 The Maverick Bull is the monthly newsletter of The 
Maverick Grotto, an internal organization of The National 
Speleological Society (NSS G-322). The editor invites all 
individuals and other grottos to submit articles, news, maps, 
cartoons, art and photographs. If the material is to be 
returned, a self-addressed stamped envelope should 
accompany it.  
 Reprinting Articles : Internal organizations of The 
National Speleological Society may reprint any item (unless 
copyrights belong to the author as stated in the byline) first 
appearing in The Maverick Bull if proper credit is given and a 
complete copy of the publication is delivered to the editor at 
the time of publication. Other organizations should contact 
the editor of The Maverick Bull at the address herein. 
 Exchanges: The Maverick Grotto will exchange 
newsletters with other grottos. Contact the editor. 
 Complementary Newsletters: The Maverick Grotto will 
provide complementary newsletters to persons or 
organizations that provide cave access (i.e. landowners) or 
otherwise provide assistance to cavers. The Maverick Grotto 
will provide one free issue to persons interested in becoming 
members. 
 Subscription Rates: Subscription rates are $15.00 per 
year for non-members and free for members. 
 Membership Policy: Any individual with interests, 
beliefs and actions consistent with the purposes of The 
Maverick Grotto and The National Speleological Society is 
eligible for membership. Acceptance of new members is 
based on payment of dues and a mandatory three trip 
requirement with at least three different grotto members. 
These three members shall act as sponsors. At least one 
sponsor must attend the meeting at which the membership 
vote is taken. A two-thirds majority vote of the members 
present will be required for acceptance. 
 Meetings: Meetings are held the second Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.  The location will be announced 
prior to each meeting. 
 Library : Support your Grotto Library. Corky Corcoran 
will be accepting books and magazines on cave-related 
topics, copies of homemade cave videos, etc. for our library.   
Photos & Map Credits 

Cover Photo: 
____________________________________________________ 

 

 Visit Our NSS Award-Winning Web Site!  Butch 
has done  an excellent job at constructing the grotto web 
site and keeping it up-to-date. You’ll find information about 
getting into  caving, trip photos and the PDF version of this 
newsletter 
(with color photos!): 
 

Http://www.maverickgrotto.org  
__________________________________ 
 

 
Cave Rescue: Call collect:  (512) 686-0234 
Cave Emergency:  
FOR A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY IN TEXAS DIAL 
911.   FOR CAVE ASSISTANCE START BY CALLING THE 
CLOSEST NUMBER: 
BEXAR:  210-326-1576    COLLIN:  214-202-6611 
HAYS:  512-393-9054       KENDALL:  830-537-6111 
SUTTON:  315-387-3424  TRAVIS:  512-663-2287 
PARKER: 817 657-5780 

__________________________________ 
 

Next meeting: January 9th ,  2007 7:00 pm 
Angelo’s BBQ, 2533 White Settlement Rd. Fort 
Worth, TX 76107. 817-332-0357 
____________________________________________ 
 

Program:  Corky Corcoran will present the No-
vember program.  The content is still being deter-
mined. 

 
Chair 
  Daniel Dase 
  6458 Sumac 
  Fort Worth, TX 76116 
  C: (903) 814-8342 
  danieljdase@yahoo.com  
   
Vice-Chair 
  Bill Steele 
  500 Kingston Dr. 
  Irving, TX 75227 
  (214) 770-4712 
  speleosteele@tx.rr.com 

Secretary 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
 
Treasurer 
  Sharon Mastbrook 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net  

Newsletter Editor 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
 
Webmaster 
  Butch Fralia 
  3412 Walton Ave. 
  Fort Worth, TX 76133 
  (817) 346-2039 
  cavedba@charter.net 
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Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Jan 11-13: TSA Winter Meeting in conjunction with The 
Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba County.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Feb 8-10: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Feb 12: Maverick Grotto Meeting—Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
Feb 22-24:  TCC Winter Meeting—This will be the second 
year that the TCC hosted this weekend of parties, caving, guided 
tours, workshops and a special guest lecture.  In 2007, seventy-
five to ninety cavers from around the state attended.  Cedar Park, 
Texas. 
Website: http://texascaves.org/ 
Contact: tcc-news@texascaves.org 
 
Mar 7-9: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Mar 11: Maverick Grotto Meeting —Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
Apr 11: Maverick Grotto Meeting —Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
Apr 11-13: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Apr 12:  TCC CAVE DAY —We plan on hosting CAVE DAY 
at the new Discovery Well Cave Preserve.   This is an open house 
where visitors visit caves in four cave preserves.   Since we ex-
pect in excess of 500 visitors, you help in the public education 
project is important.  Cedar Park, Texas. 
Website: http://texascaves.org/ 
Contact: tcc-news@texascaves.org 
 
May 13: Maverick Grotto Meeting—Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
 

Caving Calendar  
 

Nov 9-10: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years. There’s always something to 
do for the newest and most experienced cavers. This is the 20th 
year anniversary of the project. 
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html 
Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org 
 
Nov 10-12 Manhole Dig (Carlsbad region, NM): Cavediggers 
welcome, come see if this will be the next big one. If you plan to 
come, contact Steve as they need a minimum of eight people now 
to run the dig. Located on BLM land not far from Lechuguilla 
Cave.  
Contact: Steve Peerman gypcaver@comcast.net 
 
Nov 13: Maverick Grotto Meeting—Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
Election of officers for 2008. 
 
Nov 17-18: Government Canyon Karst Survey Project 
— Find the intersection of U.S. 16 and Loop 1604 in northwest 
Bexar County (clearly shown on any state highway map). Drive 2 
miles north on U.S. 16 to the third traffic light and turn left onto 
FM 1560 (there is a Shell station on the corner). Follow 1560 for 
3 miles till you see a sign for Government Canyon State Natural 
Area. Turn right following the sign and drive 2 miles to the gate 
of GCSNA. Enter at the gate and then take the first right. There is 
an unlocked gate that will need to be opened and then closed be-
hind you. Continue to the Volunteer/Research Station, where we 
will meet at 9:00 AM each morning. 
Website: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/gcsna.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/gcsna.html 
Contact: Marvin Miller—mlmiller@gvtc.com 
 
Dec 16: Government Canyon Karst Survey Project — Find 
the intersection of U.S. 16 and Loop 1604 in northwest Bexar 
County (clearly shown on any state highway map). Drive 2 miles 
north on U.S. 16 to the third traffic light and turn left onto FM 
1560 (there is a Shell station on the corner). Follow 1560 for 3 
miles till you see a sign for Government Canyon State Natural 
Area. Turn right following the sign and drive 2 miles to the gate 
of GCSNA. Enter at the gate and then take the first right. There is 
an unlocked gate that will need to be opened and then closed be-
hind you. Continue to the Volunteer/Research Station, where we 
will meet at 9:00 AM each morning. 
Website: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/gcsna.html 
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/gcsna.html 
Contact: Marvin Miller—mlmiller@gvtc.com 
 
Jan 8: Maverick Grotto Meeting—Angelo’s BBQ and Grill, 
2533 White Settlement RD, Fort Worth. 
 
Jan 11-13: Colorado Bend State Park Project, San Saba 
County. This long running project has been a favorite of 
Metroplex Cavers for many years.  
Webpage: http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html 
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Election of officers for 2008 
 

 The annual election of officers for 2008 will occur at the No-
vember 13 grotto meeting.  The nominees are: 
 
Chairman:  Daniel Dase 
Vice-Chair:  Jose Curras 
Treasurer:  Sharon Mastbrook 
Secretary/Editor:  Butch Fralia 
Librarian:  Appointed/Volunteer position will be taken over by 
Corky Corcoran. 
 

 
A Thought From The Chairman 

 
 When going on a road trip make sure that you have all 
the essentials. Remember to not over look your lug wrench, 
not that you have one but that it fits the lug nuts on your 
tires. There is nothing worse that being in New Braunfels at 
two in the morning with a lug wrench that is about 3 sizes 
too small.  
 
Daniel Dase Chairman  
 

 
Meeting Minutes 

October 9, 2007 
 

 The October meeting of The Maverick Grotto was held at An-
gelo’s BBQ in Fort Worth.  The meeting was called to order at 
7:10 PM by Chairman Daniel Dase.  Attending:  Corky Corcoran, 
Lex and Tammy Cox, John Crostwait, Jose Curras, Daniel Dase, 
Butch Fralia, James Savage, Sharon Mastbrook, Bill and Francie 
Tucker.  Visitors:  Chris Bolt, Dana Holtz, Alexa Ewen, Able(?) 
Hayes. 
 The meeting began with an introduction of visitors followed by 
a program presented by Bill Steele on “The Death of Floyd 
Collins.”  A combination of slides, video, and music, very enter-
taining. 
 Officers Reports: 
 Chairman:  Daniel discussed T-Shirt ideas for a 2008 Maverick 
Grotto T-Shirt.  He also brought up long distance members where 
people in other grottos (his example was Houston) would want to 
join the grotto to go on trips, receive newsletters or (?) but due to 
distance couldn’t attend meeting.  The three trip requirement 
would still be in effect. 
 Vice-Chair:  Nothing to report 
 Treasurer:  $1,126.47 in the treasury.  The Frost Bank Account 
is now set up with Sharon Mastbrook, Daniel Dase and Butch 
Fralia is on the signee list.  The bank gave a free bag that was 
placed in the raffle. 
 Secretary/Editor/Website:  Butch reported that his note taking 
was poor for the September meeting.  He was putting up the pro-
gram equipment and ran out of tape so the minutes were mostly 
based on memory.  He said he always needs “stuff” for the news-
letter and website.  Butch has been talking to Daniel and others 
about material that could be placed on the website, it would be 
introductory to caving and perhaps attract new cavers.  Keith 

Heuss is supposed to be writing an article for the newsletter 
about the various aspects of caving, ridge walking, writing cave 
descriptions.  It would probably be spread over several issues 
and might be adapted to the website. 
 Old Business:  T-shirts (already discussed) are the only old 
business. 
 New Business:  Daniel asked if during the discussion of new 
and some old business if visitors should be asked to leave the 
room.  It was deemed unimportant but could be implemented if 
needed.  Grotto business can be discussed on the Grotto mem-
bers-only e-mail list.  All the local grottos have their own mem-
bers only list.  Other than cave locations, cavers don’t have real 
secrets because it’s a club. 
 Sharon mentioned that in the past when problems arose, the 
officers discussed it amongst themselves via e-mail then if ap-
propriate brought it up to the general membership. 
 Daniel discussed having an executive committee meeting 
before the regular meeting.   
 Christmas Party:  Will there be a Christmas Party?  Bill 
Steele said the only weekend he and Diana could host the party 
would be December 8.  He will discuss it with Diana.  There’s 
also a possibility of hosting it a brewery in Fort Worth.  
 Grotto Library:  Bill Steele brought approximately 60% of 
the Grotto Library that was transferred to Corky Corcoran.  Bill 
stated the collection is impression, better than his personal col-
lection which is extensive.  Once completely inventoried, the 
list will be set up on the website. 
 Officer Nominations:  Daniel nominated Butch for secretary.  
Butch said he’d accept but if anyone wanted to arm wrestle for 
the job (especially newsletter editor) he’d be willing to lose.  
There were no takers but Sharon mentioned that a copy of the 
newsletter had been given to Frost Bank (to show the vote that 
approved Frost Bank). In addition to the minutes they read the 
whole newsletter and thought it was very good. 
 Bill Tucker said that we should tell Milo he’d been nomi-
nated for editor as a joke. 
 Librarian:  An appointed/volunteer position that Corky Cor-
coran will fulfill. 
 Jose Curras was nominated for Vice-Chair. 
 Daniel Dase was nominated for Chairman. 
 Trip Reports:   
 Daniel Dase reported on going to Fitton Cave the longest 
cave in Arkansas (see trip report this issue). 
 Bill Steele reported on going to Fitton as well on a CRF trip 
to survey the “lost passage”.  
 Bill Steele also reported on going to “Bama Cave” in Ala-
bama.   
 Alexa Ewen reported on going to TCC Cave Day, said it was 
all good. 
 Dana Holtz reported on TCC Cave Day from his perspective. 
 Bill Tucker reported on a trip to Phantom Lake Cave to work 
with Fish and Wildlife to install pumps to help save endangered 
species of fish.   
 Upcoming Trips: 
 Trips were discussed that have since taken places.  Butch 
Fralia reported that the November CBSP trip would be the 20th 
anniversary.  Bill Steele reported a Honey Creek trip December 
1. 
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Texas Cavers Reunion (TCR) 2007 

By Butch Fralia 
(Pictures on the front cover) 

 
 The 30th annual Texas Cavers Reunion was held October 19-
21 at Paradise Canyon Recreational Park near Medina Lake, just 
Northwest of San Antonio.   
 Sharon and I left Fort Worth at 11:30 AM, October 18 loaded 
to the gills and with our dogs, Cody our new yellow Lab puppy 
(15 weeks old at the time) and Zubov, the black Lab and veteran 
of many journeys.  We were concerned about Cody and this be-
ing his first long trip.  Zubov seems to take the approach that the 
longer the trip the better it’s going to be.  He apparently commu-
nicated that to Cody and he handled the trip quite well. 
 We weren’t in a great hurry to get there stopping several times 
to stretch and let the dogs take care of nature calls.  We arrived at 
Loop 1604 North of San Antonio at 5:05 PM—bad, bad, timing!  
We were going 12 miles on 1604 to Culebra Road, a leg that took 
two hours to complete.  Once at Culebra Road, we found the next 
turnoff without incident but the road we intended to turn on was-
n’t marked (at least with the name on the map) so we sort of fum-
bled our way around and arrived at Paradise Canyon about 7:30 
PM. 

 My first impression about the location was that there was no 
way we’d fit everyone in assuming there was a good turn out 
(378 registered when it was all said and done).  I didn’t realize 
just how long the park was. 
 Bruce and Donna Anderson had already arrived from McAllen, 
pick a spot for the trailers and saved one for us.  George and Kay 
Crosby had arrived from Louisiana as well.  After a short rest and 
reunion, we set up and were ready to go.  There was already a 
large contingent from the Bexar (San Antonio) grotto nearby and 
Bill Bentley was close as well setting up an area for the Permian 
Basin Speleological Society. 
 I’d told everyone to look for the Maverick Grotto Signs but 
when we started un packing, I realized I’d forgotten to pack time.  
Everyone ended up in the right place so I guess that was OK. 

 There were already other dogs there so Zubov started renewing 
old friendships and making some new ones.  Cody wasn’t sure 
about all the other dogs and the attention but after about five min-
utes was butt sniffing with the best of them. 
 Mike Anderson arrived a short time after we did with his son 
Evan.  Evan set up a tent and Mike slept in his new Suburban.  
Mike had reported having trouble with his Ford Expedition and 
resolved the problem by replacing it with a slightly used Subur-
ban with just about anything you can get on one. 
 We marked off a significant area for north Texas folks and 
TCR was under way.  We visited with Bentley and our San Anto-
nio friends.  It was especially nice to see Bob Cowell and Carl 
Ponebshek who celebrated his 83rd birthday at TCR. 
 It seems like every year, more and more people are getting to 
TCR earlier and earlier.  There were a large number of people on 
Thursday night.  Back in the day, few people arrived at TCR be-
fore until late Friday afternoon.  The Bexar folks said they 

Roughing it at TCR 
Photo Butch Fralia 

Kay Crosby, long time Maverick Member from Lake Charles, 
LA. 

Photo Butch Fralia 

Keith Heuss (foreground) and Logan McNatt (background) set-
ting up the SWTG reunion area. 

Photo Butch Fralia 
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needed to make arrangements to get in on Wednesday to get their 
stuff set up before people started hanging around.  We’d of been 
there on Wednesday this year but the park wasn’t available until 
Thursday. 
 On Friday we toured the whole park and discovered it was 
much larger than we realized, very long and very close to the 
Medina Lake diversion dam (see front page panorama).  There 
are lots of photo opportunities whether there are people or not.  
The river was great, the dogs enjoyed it and Zubov made sure 
that Cody swam out a lot further into the river than he wanted. 
 There was a constant flow of people coming into the park.  
Booths were set up for the various caving organizations and reun-
ions.  Logan McNatt and Keith Heuss set up a large facility for 
the South West Texas Grotto reunion near our campsite.  They 
had pictures and sound recording equipment set up for the event.  
SWTG was the grotto of Southwest Texas State University in San 
Marcos.  The school has since been renamed Texas State Univer-
sity.  The first meeting of the grotto was held in September of 

1967 making it 40 years old this year.  The grotto is now defunct 
but a large number of well know Texas cavers got their start 
there. 
 Pete Strickland was present setting up the ubiquitous TCR hot 
tub.  He had a few helpers for the project. 
 Dale Ellison and his high school friend (sorry I’m terrible with 
names) arrived just after noon on Friday sporting his new pop-up.  
He had a 28 foot RV Trailer but traded it for a new Coleman Pop-
up that he can pull with his current vehicle. 
 Bill Steele called about 5:00 PM saying he was just getting off 
on 1604 and would see us in about an hour.  Yeah right, he 
showed up around 7:00 PM like we did.  Daniel Dase and Liz 
Brockey arrived about 2:00 AM Saturday morning filling out the 
Maverick Grotto crowd.  We’d marked Daniel off a spot for his 
pop-up but someone put a tent in the intended spot so we worked 
him into the car parking area and he parked his Jeep across the 

Peter Strickland’s TCR Hot Tub. 
Photo Mike Flannigan 

Daniel Dase’s trailer in a spot between two parked cars. 
Photo Butch Fralia 

Carl Ponebshek (celebrated his 83rd birthday at TCR) taking do-
nations for the Bexar Grotto spaghetti dinner. 

Photo Butch Fralia 

Bill Mixon, William Russell, Ernie Garza and others enjoy their 
spaghetti dinner in front of Dale Ellison’s new trailer. 

Photo Butch Fralia 
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road.  He was still up in the middle of the 
group. 
 A few DFW folks, Jay Jordan, John 
Brooks, Matk Alman and Will Harris were 
around but I didn’t see anyone from Cow-
town Grotto. 
 The Bexar Grotto traditionally has a fish 
fry on Friday night but  this year opted for a 
spaghetti dinner instead.  We’d cook up 
hamburgers late in the afternoon so by the 
time for the dinner were to full to partake of 
the spaghetti.  We visited the dinner, took 
lots of pictures and saw that it was indeed a 
well done affair with great looking food.  
It’s easier when you live closer to TCR than 
folks from our area to do great stuff.  Their 
Friday night dinners have been a TCR tra-
dition for many years. 
 Saturday morning started out with a great 
breakfast by TCMA (Texas Cave Manage-
ment Association).  It’s one of their fund 
raising activities.  It’s usually held Sunday 
Morning but was moved to Saturday this 
year because cleaning up usually delays 
getting the TCMA members meeting 
started.  For five bucks, it’s a real bargain.  
Great breakfast tacos. 
 After breakfast, we noticed some blood on the floor of our 
trailer.  I checked the dogs out thinking that one of them had 
probably cut a foot or something.  Not so, apparently Zubov in 
his swim the day before had picked up a huge catfish hook—in 
the scrotum!  It had apparently been there over night.  I asked 
Bob Cowell if he knew any emergency vet places locally.  He 
said there were offices around but he didn’t know of any specifi-
cally.  Bob is an EMT and does emergency work at a Labrador 
Retriever rescue in San Antonio. 
 Bob looked at the dog and determined the hook wasn’t embed-
ded in anything vital and said we could get it out but Zubov 
probably wouldn’t like it much.  He went to get some supplies 
and we held ice on the area to deaden it as much as possible, long 
enough to get the dog shivering which is a good trick for an arctic 
dog.  With Bob working on the hook, two of us held the dog 
down with me on the business (teeth) end.  Fortunately Bob 
works very fast, the dog stiffened up as Bob pushed the barb 
through, cut it off then pulled the hook out.  Immediate Zubov 
was back to normal and for the rest of the weekend you’d never 
known he’d had a misadventure except the story spread all over 
the camp ground.  (Note: on Monday I took him to the vet to be 
checked out and get a weeks worth of antibiotic just to be safe) 
 The rest of Saturday, TCR was in full swing with vendors 
vending, TSS selling books and map CD’s.  Vertical contest go-
ing on (Daniel participated in that).  People were swimming, ca-
noeing and kayaking in the river.  There was lots of picture taking  
going on as well. 
 Saturday evening, the TCR meal was served, this year a Mexi-
can dinner cooked up by a new crop of Texas caver cooks.  Some 
people thought it was great, some thought it was not so great.  
Probably the best thing was the German chocolate cupcakes.  I 
thought it was all pretty good but different strokes for different 

folks.  After the meal there were the awards 
to vertical and speleolympic contestants 
then the door prizes.  Most of the North 
Texas group just stayed around camp, did 
some wine tasting and enjoyed some other 
libations. 
 The only dark spot was someone’s 
impromptu fireworks.  None of our dogs 
were lost this time.  Liz’s dog was still 
shaking the next day.  The puppy ran for 
the trailer, I grabbed Zubov’s collar but he 
just watched the fireworks.  One lady lost a 
poodle that wasn’t located until the next 
day.  At a previous TCR, someone had 
done the same thing and our old Lab Bear 
was missing for 18 hours.  Dogs and fire-
works don’t mix, hopefully this is the last 
time but then we said that the last time. 
 There was also a mud wrestling 
event and I have pictures someone has pro-
vided for the TSA website though I didn’t 
attend myself. 
 Sunday morning, there was a 
TCMA meeting followed by a TSA meet-
ing.  Afterward people tore down camps, 
booths, made sure the camping area was 

clean and started that long drive home. 
 Allen Cobb, the TCR organizer reported afterward that the park 
owners were so impressed with the condition of the camp ground 
the practically begged for us to come back again next year.  Allen 
acquiesced so the 31st TCR will be held at Paradise Canyon 
again next year.  I know I’ll be studying maps to determine a 
backroad route in to bypass San Antonio traffic. 
 Paradise Canyon Recreational Park is a beautiful place if not a 
little far south for some of us northerners.  The river and camping 
area are great.  The port-a-johns have seen their better days.  It’s 
still worth the drive down! 
 On a personal note, John from Houston had a female brown 
Lab named Dixie who attended her first TCR in 1994, the same 
year as Bear.  They socialized at every TCR through 2006.  Bear 
and Dixie both made their last trip to the vet this past summer.  
He now has a nine week old brown Lab female named Molly to 
make up for the loss of Dixie.  Cody and Molly made fast friends 
at TCR 2007 so it will be interesting to watch them carryon the 
tradition of Bear and Dixie for the next fourteen TCR’s. 
 
 
Editors Note:  We have two trip reports from the same trip, one 
from Tammy Cox and another from Daniel Dase.  Both are being 
printed for different perspectives. 
 
 

Arkansas trip Report 
By Tammy Cox 

 
September 28, 29 & 30th, 2007 
Participants: Milo Marks, Daniel Dase, Liz Brockey, Lex and 
Tammy Cox 
 

Daniel Dase in vertical contest.  Liz 
Brockey is below holding the rope. 

Photo Sharon Mastbrook 



 
 
  The Maverick Bull                                                                                            November  2007              page 8 

             

 Lex and I left out Thursday morning pulling the travel trailer 
going to Withrow Springs State Park.   Milo had already left early 
that morning to get a head start.  He planned to stop along the 
way to check out a Rokon (off road motorcycle) for sale and then 
meet up with us that evening.   We did-
n’t have any trouble on the way up and 
we got to the park a little after Milo 
around 6:00 pm. 
 Once camp was all set up we went to 
Granny’s Kitchen for dinner.  It was 
Mexican food night and that made Milo 
and Lex happy.  Bed time came pretty 
early, we wanted to get a good nights 
sleep because we were going to pick 
Daniel and Liz up from the Huntsville 
airport early Friday and then head over 
to Fitton to go caving. 
 Friday morning Lex and I drove to 
the small landing field outside of town 
and got there just in time to see them 
land.  Daniel is the Maverick Grotto 
Chairman and apparently knows the 
best way to travel, or should I say fly, to 
his caving destination.    Lex made sure 
to get pictures of his and Liz’s VIP 
grand arrival.  Daniel said it only took 
two hours for them to get there.   That 
sure made our seven or eight hour drive 
seem long. 
 We stopped by camp for a quick 
breakfast and dropped off Daniel and 
Liz’s gear then started our drive to-
wards Compton.  It took about an hour 
to get there and about an hour to hike to 
the cave entrance. On the hike we 
stopped to rest at the rock chairs along 
Cecil Creek and took pictures of course.   
When we got there Lex was thankful 
for the cool air coming out of the gate 
since he had worked up a sweat on the 
hiking trail. 
 We entered the cave and attempted to 
lock the gate back. It seems that Lex’s 
arms are to big to fit back through the 
bars so Daniel and Liz were kind 
enough to fiddle with it until they got it 
locked.    Milo was checking out a very 
pretty orange salamander with black 
spots in the entrance room while all the 
gate commotion was going on. 
 After checking out all the formations 
in the entrance room we made our way 
to the monorail crawl.  As I was getting 
my camera out of my bag I commented 
that I had never taken a picture of the 
monorail before.  Liz was in front of me 
so I got a good picture of her behind.  She then offered to take a 
picture of me and Lex doing the crawl. Now I have two pictures 
of it thanks to Liz. 

 The Missile Silo was our next stop before we crawled down the 
bypass to the manhole.  We were excited to show Daniel and Liz 
all the good stuff that we had seen before like the Razorback, the 
Needle’s eye and the Out Room. During this time lots of pictures 

were taken and a lot of time was spent 
stopping to look at everything. 
     We explored the Round House 
Room and found Jurgen’s Leap Pas-
sage.  Milo was leading the way 
through Jurgen’s Leap when he came to 
a muddy drop and realized we would 
need vertical gear and rope to continue.  
Since we did not have vertical gear with 
us we turned around and made our way 
back across the huge pile of breakdown 
in the Round House Room and ex-
plored the Crystal Passage for a while.   
By this time it was around 9:20pm and 
we decided we should start making our 
way back to the entrance. 
     We got back to the gate at 11:45, 
hiked back to Broadwater Crossing and 
made it back to camp around 2:15 am 
and slept like babies. 
     Saturday morning Milo and I met up 
with a local caver and were taken to a 
very nice cave just outside of Holiday 
Island called Miners Cave. Holiday 
Island is north of Eureka Springs.  It 
had some beautiful formations and very 
large trunk passages.  I got a few nice 
pictures of the pretty stuff and of Milo 
and our guide, Lyle.  Miners cave is a 
privately owned cave that Milo and I 
were excited to get to see. 
     On Sunday we all went to Granny’s 
Kitchen for breakfast.  Milo said he is 
trying to get a belly like Lex’s. After 
we ate we went to the Madison County 
Wildlife Management Area (MCWMA) 
and some of us explored a cave called 
Salamander Cave.  I forgot my camera, 
sorry no pictures of it. It has about a 
mile of passage, a 35 foot vertical drop 
and a horizontal crawl entrance.  We 
got to get wet and muddy, do some 
climbing, crawling, rappelling and saw 
two snakes.  This cave had a little of 
everything, oh and it also had some 
salamanders in it. 
     Daniel and Liz’s airline ticket was a 
one way ticket so they rode home with 
us.  We had fun on the trip home giving 
Daniel a hard time and talking about 
caving stuff.   Daniel had left his jeep at 
our house so when we got home that 

night they loaded their gear up and headed home.  I had a great 
time and am looking forward to the next cave trip. 
 

Daniel and Lex relaxing in the rock chairs. 
Photo Tammy Cox 

Mr. Dase, Daniel and Liz at the airport. 
Photo Lex Cox 

Tammy and Lex in the Monorail 
Photo Liz Brockey 
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Fitton Trip Report 

By Daniel Dase 
 

 To start off the trip report you need some 
back ground info. First off, this trip was 
orchestrated by Tammy Cox. So thank you 
for doing all the work to get us into the 
cave!  Second, Liz Brockey is recovering 
from a sprained ankle and was a “Hoss” 
when it came down to it. Thirdly, I like to 
be over prepared for trips and camping. So 
with the background in mind here is the 
Fitton Trip. 
 As Fitton got closer and closer I kept 
getting more and more excited. So excited 
in fact that I packed several bags of gear 
and equipment! So many that it filled up 
my jeep. I forgot that we would have to add 
all of Liz’s bags into the jeep on the way 
home! I took all of my camping stuff over 
to Lex and Tammy’s. They were going up 
there before Liz and I and they were kind 
enough to haul all of our stuff up there. 
(Lex asked me if I was moving in because 
of all of the bags I had). 
 Liz and I got to Huntsville around 9am 
on Friday and met up with Lex and Tammy 
and Milo. My dad flew us up to Huntsville 
in his plane so we would not have to endure 
the 8 hour drive up there. Liz is high maintenance! We went to 
the camp site to get breakfast and all of our gear. When we got 
there Lex ( like a good C.B.) had set up Liz’s and my tent. He 
said that he had too because of all the crap I had brought and that 
he needed a place to put it all. After breakfast and gearing up we 
all headed out. Tammy and Milo were in one Big Red Dodge and 
Lex, Liz and I were in the other Big Red Dodge. 
 We arrived at Fitton, well not the entrance to the cave but the 2 
mile hike to the entrance of the cave. Milo headed off in one di-
rection and Lex led us down the path to the cave. At about half 
way there are these stone seats that we all met and waited for one 
another.  From there, we headed to the entrance as a group. The 
path was densely wooded and the trail came in and out of view 
because of all the leaves on the ground. It was absolutely breath 
taking!  We crossed over dried river beds and hiked up and down 
hills and finally get to the entrance of Fitton. It’s just a little hole 
in the side of a hill with one hell of a gate on it. 
 We go in and it is just huge!! At the entrance there are dozens 
of columns. The rooms keep getting larager and larger. Tammy 
guided us through and showed us all of the wonderful cave deco-
rations. There were rooms so big that my 120 lumen light had 
trouble reaching the top of the room.  This first room was so large 
that I could not throw a base ball and hit the other side or the top. 
 Tammy guided us further and further into the cave and we 
reached what is called the monorail. You have to crawl and there 
are tracks like on a mono rail that you put your knees in and slid 
to the end. It was very cool. We then came to a room with a 
strange formation in it called the missile silo. It was a  column 

that had 20 ft bell shaped space on the top and bottom. It was 
very unique and awesome!! 
 From there our fearless leader led us deeper and deeper into the 
cave. We then came to a place in the cave called the eye of the 

needle. It was a small hole on top of a 
really steep flow stone and the hole looked 
like the eye of a needle. Out of no where, 
Milo brought out his camera and took pic-
tures of everyone going through the tight 
hole and said let’s play a game… can you 
name that caver from the back side??? It 
was the funniest thing I have ever heard!!! 
     From there, we headed deeper and 
deeper into the cave and made it to the 
“out” room where we had lunch and a 
much needed break. After lunch, we took 
pictures of and with the out rock. The out 
rock is a huge rock that is on its side and 
looks like some one propped it up but with 
the size and weight of the rock there is no 
way. 
     We made it as far as Jergan’s Leap be-
fore we decided to head back. At this point, 
we had been in the cave for quite some 
time and we had to be out of the cave by 
midnight. (That is when our permit ex-
pired.) On the way back, we went by a 
place in the cave that had crystals all along 
the wall and was absolutely beautiful. The 
trip out was uneventful and Liz was a 

trooper with her hurt foot. She never complained once. On a side 
note, when we had to slide down steep flow stone or steep in-
clines Liz and Lex used their big break!! (Hilarious!!) Let’s put it 
this way Tammy, Milo, and I don’t have a big break if you catch 
my drift. 
 We made it out of the cave with a couple of minutes to spare, 
exhausted and for some reason a driving urge to come back!!  I 
cannot tell you how diverse and amazing this cave was. I would 
have to give it a rating of a 10!! 

Daniel at The Missle Silo 
Photo Tammy Cox 

The Group in Fitton Cave 
Photo Tammy Cox 
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Maverick Grotto 
c/o Butch Fralia 
3412 Walton Avenue 
Fort Worth, TX 76133-2230 

Daniel Dase discovers floaters at TCR 
Photo Liz Brockey 

Bill Steele kicks back at TCR 
Photo Daniel Dase 


