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Maverick Grotto Information

Copyright 2008 The Maverick Grotto.

The Maverick Bull is the monthly newsletter of The
Maverick Grotto, an internal organization of the National
Speleological Society (NSS G-322). The editor invites all
individuals and other grottos to submit articles, news, maps,
cartoons, art and photographs. If the material is to be
returned, a self-addressed stamped envelope should
accompany it.

Reprinting Articles: Internal organizations of the
National Speleological Society may reprint any item (unless
copyrights belong to the author as stated in the byline) first
appearing in the Maverick Bull if proper credit is given and a
complete copy of the publication is delivered to the editor at
the time of publication. Other organizations should contact
the editor of The Maverick Bull at the address herein.

Exchanges The Maverick Grotto will exchange
newsletters with other grottos. Contact the editor.

Complimentary Newsletters The Maverick Grotto will
provide complimentary newsletters to persons or
organizations that provide cave access (i.e. landowners) or
otherwise provide assistance to cavers. The Maverick Grotto
will provide one free issue to persons interested in becoming
members.

Subscription Rates Subscription rates are $15.00 per
year for non-members and free for members.

Membership Policy: Any individual with interests,
beliefs and actions consistent with the purposes of the
Maverick Grotto and the National Speleological Society is
eligible for membership. Acceptance of new members is
based on payment of dues and a mandatory three trip
requirement with at least three different grotto members.
These three members shall act as sponsors. At least one
sponsor must attend the meeting at which the membership
vote is taken. A two-thirds majority vote of the members
present will be required for acceptance.

Meetings Meetings are held the second Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. The location will be announced
prior to each meeting.

Library : Support your Grotto Library. Corky Corcoran
will be accepting books and magazines on cave-related
topics, copies of homemade cave videos, etc. for our library.

Photos & Map Credits

Cover Photo: Column in Lost Petzl System (CBSP
- Tone Garot

Back Cover: Local Cavers preparing to rappel into
Cicurina Cave - Butch Fralia

Visit Our NSS Award-Winning Web Site! Butch
has done an excellent job at constructing the grotto web
site and keeping it up-to-date. You'll find information about
getting into caving, trip photos and the PDF version of this
newsletter

(with color photos!):

Http://www.maverickgrotto.orqg

Cave RescueCall collect: (512) 686-0234

Cave Emergency:

FOR A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY IN TEXAS DIAL
911. FOR CAVE ASSISTANCE START BY CALLING THE
CLOSEST NUMBER:

BEXAR: 210-326-1576 COLLIN: 214-202-6611

HAYS: 512-393-9054 SUTTON: 315-387-3424

TRAVIS: 512-663-2287 PARKER: 817 657-5780

Next meeting: August 12th , 2008 7:00 pm
Rahr & Sons Brewing Company
701 Galveston Avenue
Fort Worth, TX 76104
(817) 810-9266

Program: Continuing with knot tying, Daniel Dase
has put together a Power Point presentation.

Chair Secretary
Daniel Dase Butch Fralia
6458 Sumac 3412 Walton Ave.

Fort Worth, TX 76116
C: (903) 814-8342
chairman@maverickgrotto.org

(817) 346-2039

Fort Worth, TX 76133

secretaryl@maverickgrotto.org

Newsletter Editor
Butch Fralia
3412 Walton Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76133
(817) 346-2039
newsletterl@maverickgrotto.org

Vice-Chair Treasurer
Chris Cole Sharon Mastbrook
2916 Willing Ave 3412 Walton Ave.

Fort Worth, TX 76110

C:(817_ 422-4869 (817) 346-2039

Fort Worth, TX 76133

treasurer@maverickgrotto.orqg

Webmaster
Butch Fralia
3412 Walton Ave.
Fort Worth, TX 76133
(817) 346-2039
webmaster@maverickgrotto.org

vicechairl @maverickgrotto.org
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Caving Calendar

Aug 11-15: NSS Convention— in Lake City, Florida (west of
Jacksonville), hosted by the NSS Cave Diving Sectioe Flor-
ida Speleological Society, and members of the TaBgpeArea,
Flint River, and Central Florida Grottos.

Website: http://www.nss2008.com/

Aug 12: Maverick Grotto Meeting.

Aug 29-Sep 01: Labor day Trip to Deep and Punkin

There will be a work/caving/trip leader trainingptto the Texas
Cave Management Association’s Deep and Punkin WaRre-
serve in Edwards County, Texas for the Labor Dagkeed. We
will work to complete the new composting/desiccgtinilet fa-

cilities at the cabin and on the new back poraie are planning
a number of trips into Deep Cave with a couple ofppses —
fun, trip leader training, photography, and someegal geology/
science. We may also have a projector at theéaitglide shows
in the evening. Hopefully, the fire ban will bédd and we can
build a fire in the fire ring.

Geary Schindel,<br>
Property Manager <br>
210-479-2151 home <br>
210-326-1576 cell
geary@tcmacaves.org

Sep 9: Maverick Grotto Meeting.

remained work days and help us make the final pugimish this
project and then plan to come and celebrate itpéetion!
Contact:Joe Mitchell- Project Manager
Website:http://tcmacaves.org/caves/robberbaron/index.html

Oct 10-12: TAG Fall Cave-In— Held at the TOTM site atop
Lookout Mountain, GA and hosted by the Dogwood @iytto..
Website:http://tagfallcavein.org/hosting/dcg/cavein/homémh

Oct 14: Maverick Grotto Meeting.

Oct 10-12, Texas Cavers Reunion —FCR will be held at Para-
dise Canyon Park on the Medina River. The sitedatied just
outside of San Antonio below the Diversion Dam lom Medina
River. The site has a half-mile of river front vinany good
camping areas. The swimming will be superb ancethee even
some small caves across the

river.

Website: http://cavetexas.org/events/TCR/index.html

Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/tcr2007.html

Oct 25: Robber Baron Cave:The long running Restoration Pro-
ject at TCMA's Robber Baron Cave is nearing its plation!

This project has been ongoing since 2003 and vadvied:

- modification to the sinkhole to create amore redtantrance
conditions to enhance species habitat,

- re-landscaping the sinkhole and property to resvexotic vege-
tation and restore native plants,

- promoting educational use of the entrance area,

- correcting and improving conditions at RobberdaCave that
TCMA inherited from the previous owner,

Sep 9- 21: Fall VAR— hosted by the Blue Ridge and James - and more than 3200 combined volunteer hours,G82in do-

River Grottos at the Moose Lodge field in Covingtu\.
Contact: Susan Burpondlady97 @cox.net
Website:http://www.varegion.org/

Sep 12-14: Colorado Bend State Park ProjectSan Saba
County. This long running project has been a fdeomf
Metroplex Cavers for many years. There will barges in the
project this year as Rafal Kedzierski is studyiog liis medical
boards so Jim Kennedy will be the project leader.
Webpage:http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html

Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html

Contact: cbsp@maverickgrotto.org

Sep 20: Robber Baron CaveThe long running Restoration Pro-
ject at TCMA's Robber Baron Cave is nearing its plation!
This project has been ongoing since 2003 and hadvied:

- modification to the sinkhole to create amore redtantrance
conditions to enhance species habitat,

- re-landscaping the sinkhole and property to resrexotic vege-
tation and restore native plants,

- promoting educational use of the entrance area,

- correcting and improving conditions at Robberd@a€ave that
TCMA inherited from the previous owner,

- and more than 3200 combined volunteer hours,081Pin do-
nations, and $16,500 in grants.

WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP! Plan to come to one oéth

nations, and $16,500 in grants.

WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP! Plan to come to one oéth
remained work days and help us make the final pugimish this
project and then plan to come and celebrate itpéetion!
Contact:Joe Mitchell- Project Manager
Website:http://tcmacaves.org/caves/robberbaron/index.html

Oct 25-26: High Guads Restoration Project (CarlsbadNM):
More Scrubbing Caves— On-going work amid spectacular
scenery in beautiful caves of the Lincoln NatioRatest. Last
weekend of the month, permits often include Thriegérs, Vir-
gin, Pink Dragon, Pink Panther, Hidden, Wonderlard] Black
Cave. Activities vary from month to month.
Contact:highguads@yahoo.com
Website:http://www.hgrp.org/

Nov 1-2: Mammoth Cave Restoration Weekend Camp-
Signup is required and space is limited.

Contact: Roy Vanhoozevanhoo@yahoo.com
Website:http://www.restoremammoth.com/

Nov 7-9: Colorado Bend State Park ProjectSan Saba County.
This long running project has been a favorite oftrigglex
Cavers for many years. There will be changesénproject this
year as Rafal Kedzierski is studying for his melizzards so Jim
Kennedy will be the project leader.
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Webpage:http://www.cavetexas.org/projects/cbsp.html
Map: http://www.cavetexas.org/maps/cbsp.html
Contact: cbhsp@maverickgrotto.org

Nov 8: Robber Baron Cave—Dedication Day The long run-
ning Restoration Project at TCMA's Robber BaronéCiawnear-
ing its completion!

This project has been ongoing since 2003 andrivadvied:
- modification to the sinkhole to create amore redtantrance
conditions to enhance species habitat,
- re-landscaping the sinkhole and property to rearexotic vege-
tation and restore native plants,
- promoting educational use of the entrance area,
- correcting and improving conditions at RobberdaCave that
TCMA inherited from the previous owner,
- and more than 3200 combined volunteer hours,08IRin do-
nations, and $16,500 in grants.

WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP! Plan to come to one oéth
remained work days and help us make the final pugimish this
project and then plan to come and celebrate itpéetion!
Contact:Joe Mitchell- Project Manager
Website:http://tcmacaves.org/caves/robberbaron/index.html

Nov 11: Maverick Grotto Meeting.

Jul 19-26, 2009: International Congress of Speleology - Kerr-
ville Texas — Sort of like the NSS Convention oerr8ids! In
fact, the NSS Convention and International Congoé$peleol-
ogy are combined in 2009.

Website: http://www.ics2009.us/

P
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Chairman Daniel Dase called the meeting to ortl&30PM
after a short delay to allow expected attendeasrtoe.

Officers Reports:

Chairman: “Stuff” about “Cave for the Cure”.

Vice-Chair: Nothing to report.

Treasurer: Had to work, still good cash supply

Secretary: As usual, need photos, and articles for both the
newsletter and website. Not much time to work e website
though some minor stuff has been done.

New Business:

Patrick Wells has attended three trips and apgbednem-
bership. His application was accepted and duek pai
Old Business:

All the “Cave for the Cure” bracelets arrived. Assembly
line was set up and the bracelets packaged. Aisismn was
held about what should be on a card to be attatthéue pack-
ages later.

Trip Reports: None reported.
Program: Knot tying slideshowby Daniel Dase.
NOTE: It was hard to hear so the meeting minutes were

complete. If someone with good hearing would ltketake
notes, that would be great!

v

Meeting Minutes
July 8, 2008

The July 8 meeting of The Maverick Grotto was tegliRahr &
Sons Brewing Company, 701 Galveston Avenue, it Rarth.

Attendees:

Liz Brockey

Chris Cole

Lex Cox Il

Lex Cox Jr.

Tammy Cox

Jose Curras

Daniel Dase

Butch Fralia
Stephen Geisler (V)
Jesse Jaime (V)
Ryan Magby
James Savage

Bill Steele

Bill Tucker

Francie Tucker
Judy Von Zuben
Patrick Wells (came as visitor, left as member)

P
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Chairman’s Corner
By Daniel Dase

All right guys we are just 2 months away from tretual
Cave for the Cure caving trip, so be thinking whave we
want our inaugural cave trip to be in. Also we wa@king on
our tri fold for the Rahr Brewery and it would belpful if eve-
ryone brought their favorite caving picture. If th&ture you
want to use is digital email it to me and ill prinbut for you.

A quote for you to think about “God gave some sftuains
and the rest of us hair”- Bill T.

Keep up the great work!
Boon de ah dah

Daniel Dase
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Vice-Chairman’s Corner

Let me begin with a hardy, “Drink Rahr Beer!” csadly,
there has been much talk, by me, about doing angéicling/
camping trip to CBSP this fall. If anyone is irgsted in kicking
off the season with any of the above, please contacso we can
get the wheels into motion. Also, if anyone haggastions for
good beginner caves to visit while mountain bikihgt would be
greatly appreciated.

I hope everyone has been keeping up with theit kying as
Daniel will be inspecting your progress with stopetain hand at
the next meeting. That guy loves his knots!

I'll leave you with a quote from A Wrinkle in TiméDas werk
lobt den meister!” Translation: The work proves traftsman.

Cheers!

Chris Cole, V.P.

<
<
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Editors Corner
By Butch Fralia

| started on this newsletter and realized | newailed out the
last one. | was late getting it printed, tookoithe meeting to see
who was there that gets a hard copy to save a fitistage. | had
a client appointment and a busy month and forgom#il the
remaining newsletters. I'll try to get that botlaited out before
the next meeting.

| did remember to sent out an e-mail announcirgdbadline
for newsletter submissions and got nada so thisbwibnother of
those creative writing issues. OK, maybe not #ative because
I’'m kind of burned out at the moment.

The NSS Convention starts Monday, August 11, ctten that
and a Pond Party at Pete and Josie Stricklandtse pfa Austin,
there’s not much going on in the caving world thisnmer.
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TCR at Paridise Canyon October 10-12.

- Butch Fralia

TCR Date Change
October 10-12

Historically the Texas Cavers Reunion has been beldhe
third weekend of October. This weekend, the dats been
moved forward one week until the second weekemdthé past,
the third weekend has conflicted with some locakecachedules
preventing them from attending. Perhaps this yeilrbe the
year.

Once again TCR will be held as Paradise Canyok, R of
San Antonio, a beautiful location if a little hata get to. [I'll
happy if this year, our dog Zubov can refrain frgetting a trot
line hook in his scrotum.

Cody, our young lab was three months old at ®@72TCR
and weighed about 30 pounds. He got mad when athgs
wouldn’t play with him. He’s pushing close to 1p6unds now.
Other dogs may not have much choice whether thay gb he
should really have fun in 2008.

It's always fun to see old friends and caving vasd Try to
plan to go in 2008. If you're new to caving andKking for
places to go, you can make a lot of new friendsfdhdut your
caving calendar for the next year.

TCR Webpagehttp://cavetexas.org/events/TCR/index.html
TCR Website: http://www.oztotl.com/tcr/index.htm
TCR Map: http://cavetexas.org/maps/tcr2008.html

Paradise Canyon Websitetp://paradisecanyon.com/

Colorado Bend State Park

The following e-mails were posted on the TexasedCa\List
regarding the CBSP project (beginning it's 21stryeaThey
seemed worthy of repeating since there will changebe pro-
ject and it will begin in September.

This upcoming year | have to focus on my job aacker more
than | really would like - | have to pass my acdtatbn exams -
so being in charge of Colorado Bend SP is somethingn't
do. Still love caving, still love the Hill Countrgnd the park, |
am just going to come out to support the projea asember and
not leader.

Jim Kennedy has agreed to take over as coordinatith
Butch Fralia, Mark Gee, and Keith Heuss fillingas the knights
of round table. If anyone wants to contact either, his email is
jkennedy@batcon.orgThe email to all those involved in running
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Jim Kennedy ascending from The Lost Petzl SysteBS(E)

- Tone Garo
the project is chsp@maverickgrotto.org
Cave on, | By v NPT
Rafal Kedzierski positioning cave radio transmitteLemons
Rafal Kedzierski Ranch Cave
Maverick Grotto, TSA, NSS - Mark Sanders

Dallas, TX

explored and surveyed - Gorman Creek Crevice isitabd km
E— and going, Lost Petzl system survey still continues
Rafal, thanks for your service to the caving comitylirAnd
thanks to Jim for being willing to step up to lehe project and Rafal Kedzierski
to take on most of the data processing.

Dale Barnard
The first official TSA Project trip of the fall ithe September
weekend. There will not be an October Project wedk to al-
low everybody to go to TCR. There will be Projeatekends in
Thanks for all you've done while heading up thiject, November, December, January, February, March, Apday,

Rafal! and maybe June. | will be posting a big announcene Ca-
veTex sometime in August. There will be some cleanigeing
You and your compadres have done a great job isreitit- implemented in the Project organization.

ing, long-running, and very productive project.

-- Jim, new CBSP Project Coordinator
My kids and | have had a great time helping outlda project
and CBSP was where we got our first "taste” of rogwi

P
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It holds a lot of good memories and long live thejgct! New Sinkhole forms in New Mexico

Mark A. Here is the scoop. Most of the news reports I'venskave the
story essentially right, so long as we don’'t québbbout details.
The sinkhole formed due to brine production. Frestier was
pumped about 660 ft down to near the base of theed8dorma-
tion (salt) and was pumped out as a brine and imsed and gas
well drilling. The resulting cavity became too largnd unstable
and collapsed. The sinkhole will continue to graw $ome time
at decelerating rates. The current diameter is a®dun and the
depth to water is perhaps 30 m (based on todayd$ophwhich

have not yet been seen outside this office).

Thanks for the comments Mark, but ultimately thartks be-
long to all the participants who came out and gatydn the
name of caving. This despite gas prices being Wit are, and
all the other caving activities in the state aslwasloutside of it.

| think the only misconception is that the projes
done. There are still caves to be found - esggdrathe eastern

part of the park and across the river. There axeg still to be The National Cave and Karst Research Institute (RQKhas
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New Sinkhole in New Mexico

- probably George Ver

been collecting data on this and other such wellthé area. Dr.
Lewis Land is taking the lead on the investigatibhanks to the
generosity of some pilots in Carlsbad who have mv@ered to
help us in our research, either Lewis or | havenbieethe air
most days photo-monitoring the sinkhole’s growtbowséver, due
to the State’s safety concerns (the sinkhole iState land), we
have not yet been able to put scale markers ogrthend next to
the sinkhole. We have spray-painted a scale omé¢aeby paved
road, which isn’t ideal but useful. Later will waayze the im-
ages more closely to more accurately measure #&agds in di-
ameter and depth. We are working with the Statpossibly ar-
range for a closer on-the-ground approach to thé&hsie to
make some direct measurements.

The concerns about the photos possibly not beitigeatic are
not warranted. The photos from the air that I'vers@osted on
various websites came either from me, Lewis, or ohte pi-

lots, Larry Pardue. Geary's observation about & fad is cor-

rect. One of the posted photos did capture a raltkas do some
of the others we’ve collected.

The general process for this type of sinkhole dmwelent is
fairly well understood. We plan to continue reskarc hopes of
learning some details not previously known, andige this and
other information to better assess the risk thah soperations
pose at existing and former brine production sites.

George

*kkk * *% *

George Veni, Ph.D.

Executive Director

National Cave and Karst Research Institute
1400 Commerce Dr.

Carlsbad, New Mexico 88220 USA

George has done a nice job of putting this in prgegspective.

Thank you, George. Are you using environmentafipraved
(low-carbon footprint) paint on the highway?

Just to make sure that my prediction is on recardi (George is
probably quite aware of this — | know that Daved&ebnd others
are), | will remind all of you that in 1984 (pertgap985 or 86) |
remarked that a major oil field brine productionifitdy existed at
the south “Y” in Carlsbad.

| had all the correct numbers then, and | couldphdy find them
down in storage, but here is the big picture.

The Salado Salt is not far below ground. | recadisl than 300
feet. The Salado Salt is close to a 1,000 feekthiThe brine
production facility bought domestic water from ttigy of Carls-
bad and pumped it down into the salt through aelangection
well. Very close by, they withdrew it from at I¢ame produc-
tion well, after it had dissolved all the salt titatould hold. You
could easily see both the injection and producti@ils as you
turned left at the “Y”, heading from Carlsbad tccBe The pro-
duced water was sold as “Ten Pound Brine” for umselrilling
fluid (with the addition of bentonite or other dilces) to be able
to d rill through the Salado salts to reach theeulythg oil and
gas bearing formations without dissolving a hugeitgain the
salt around the drill hole. (The brine was alreadyurated with
salt so it would not dissolve any more).

The WIPP site bought large quantities of the TearfedBrine for
a similar purpose. | did a number of chemical gsed in my
study of fluids seeping into the WIPP. The brimeduced at the
south “Y” had an unusual chemical signature, ascibe water

was quite hard, containing a lot of dissolved cadie from the
limestone before it was injected to produce the roencial Ten
Pound Brine. The chemical signature was uniqueitakkarly

was not a naturally-produced groundwater.

My comments, over 20 years ago, are still pertinehiey pro-
duced umpteen jillion gallons (caver generalizatoidra Whole
Bunch) of the brine and there must be a huge walied- cavity

under the South “Y”. So don't be surprised if daas&rophic sink
hole suddenly forms under the South “Y” in Carlsbat$ the

overlying 300 or so feet of rock structurally stgoenough to
bridge the cavity? Possibly. Time (as always) vgll. | am

fairly certain that Belski's back yard is quite sa$o feel free to
continue to camp there. Jumping up and down ifc&ypaver
revelry won't make any difference.

Remember, it is not nice to try and fool Mother iNat The
DirtDoc told you so.
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Maverick Grotto

c/o Butch Fralia

3412 Walton Avenue

Fort Worth, TX 76133-2230




